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THE CITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK

CTTY TIALL. 78 BAYARD STREET, NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ 08901-2113
OFF]CE OF THE CII'Y CLERK CITY OF NE}V BRUNSWICK

PROOF OF INSERTION
State of New Jersey, County olMiddlesex

I, Daniel A. Tonisi, do
hereby certify that an

advertisement, of which the
annexed is a true copy, was
published in The Horne News
Tribune, a newspaper
published and circulated in
the Cify of New Brunsu"ick,
County and State aforesaid,
issue(s) as follow(s) to wit:
I I September 2017

Certified this 1l September

Daniel A. Torrisi, City Clerk
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK CITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK
PROOF OF INSERTION

State of New Jersey, County of Middlesex

I, Daniel A. Torrisi, clo

hereby certify that an
advenisement, of r.r,hich the
annexed is a true copy. lvas
published in Star Ledger, a
newspaper published arrd

circulated in the City of New
Brunsrvick, County and State
aforesaid, issue(s) âs

follow(s) to wit:
I I September20lT

Certified this ll Scptember

Daniel A. Torrisi, City Clerk
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CITY OF NEW BRTTNSWICK 48 Hou¡ Notice: A Meeting of the Nerv Brunswick Board of Ethics

will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, Sepember 18,2017 in the Council Chambers at New
Brunswick City Hall,78 Bayard St., New Brunswick NJ. Formal action may be taken-'William J.

Hamilton, Jr. Special Counsei 9/11n0fl 515.50

Related Categories: Notices and Announcements - Legal Notice

Published in The Star Ledger,Published Online 9/l l. Updated 9/1 1.
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NEW BRUNSWICK BOARD OF ETHICS
AGENDA

Monday, September 18, 2017
5:30 p.m.

City Hall- Council Chambers
78 Bayard Street

New Brunswick, NJ 08901

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT

ROLL CALL

OLD BUSINESS
. Complaint filed by Charles Kratovil against Andrea Eato-White
. Complaint filed by Charles Kratovil against Leonard T. Bier
. Complaint filed by Charles Kratovil.against Anthony Vignuolo

NEW BUSINESS

DISCUSSION

PUBL¡C COMMENT

ADJOURNMENT

Next Meeting: TBD
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lHE CrÎY OF NEW BRTTNS}VICK
CITY IIALI .78 BAYARD STREET. NEìV BRIJNS\¡WCK NJ o8$r¿il3

OPPICE OF THE CITY CLERK CITY OF NEW BRUNSIVICK
PROOF OF INSERTION

St¿te of New J,ersey, County of Middlessx

I, Leslic R. Zeledon, do
herÈby cstÛify tháf an
advatisoment, of which the
an¡¡exed i$ Ê tn¡e cq)y, ìArrs

published in The Home Norvs
Trítirbe, a n€ulspapcr
published atd circulated in
the City of New Bnmswicþ
Gou¡¡ty and St¿Je aforesaid,
issue(s) æ follôw($) to wit
16 Jrrruary20l8

Celtiñe¡l this ló January
20r8

fr¿È¡ið
e{ä*

eRqty



ffi
TTIE CITY OT NAW BRUNSìVICK

CITY HÀLL. 78 BityARD STREET. NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ 08901-2113
OFFICE OF THË CIIY CLFRK CITY CI¡"NËW BRUNS\ryICK

PR{,OT OË TNSERTION
State of New Jersey, County of Middlesex

I. Leslie R" Zeledon, do
hercby certily that ån

advertisement, of which the
annexed js a true (opy^ was
putrlished in The Star Ledger,
a newspaper published and
circul¡rted in the City of New
Brunswick, County and Slale
aforesaid, issue{s) as

follow(s) to u.it:
I 6 January 201 8

Certified this
20i I

¡6 January

Zeledon, f)eputy
Clerk



NEW BRUNSWICK BOARD OF ETHICS
AGENDA

Monday, January 22,2018
5:30 p.m.

City Hall- Council Chambers- 78 Bayard Street
New Brunswick, Ni 08901

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT

ROLL CALL

ELECTTON OF TEMPORARY CHAIR (VOICE VOTE):
NOMINATION OF CHAIR FOR 2OI8:

Second
Vote
Administer Oath of Office
Remarks of Chair

NOMINATION OF VICE.CHAIR FOR 2OI8:

Second
Vote
Administer Oath of Office
Remarks of Vice-Chair

OLD BUS¡NESS

NEW BUSINESS

DISCUSS¡ON

PUBLIC COMMENT

ADJOURNMENT

Next Regular Meeting - TBD
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NEW BRUNSWICK BOARD OF ETHICS MEETING

Monday, January 22,2018

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.
members were present:

Claribel Azcona-Barber
Anthony Jones
Br. Jude Lasota

Rev. Lauren Carrington
Donna Pincavage
Rev. Francis Rella

At the roll call, the following

Others Present J. Peter Jost, Esq. - Board Attorney

Rev. Carrington led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance

Peter Jost read the Open Public Meeting Statement

It was moved by Rev. Carrington and seconded by Donna Pincavage that Peter Jost be
temporary Chairman of the reorganization meeting. There was a unanimous voice
heard in the affirmative.

Mr. Jost called for nominations for Chair of the Board of Ethics for 2018. lt was moved
by Anthony Jones and seconded by Rev. Rella that Rev. Lauren Carrington be the
Chair for 2018. ln favor, Ms. Azcona-Barber, Mr. Jones, Br. Lasota, Rev. Carrington,
Ms. Pincavage, Rev. Rella. Opposed - none.

Rev. Carrington assumed the Chair and called for a nomination for Vice Chair for 2018.
It was moved by Anthony Jones and seconded by Clarabel Azcona-Barber that Br. Jude
Lasota be Vice Chair for 2018. ln favor, Ms. Azcona-Barber, Mr. Jones, Rev.
Carrington, Ms. Pincavage, Rev. Rella. Opposed - none.

Rev. Carrington and Br. Lasota were administered the Oath of Office for their respective
positions by the Board Attorney.

Old Business

There was a discussion of previous suggestions that the board establish its own
webpage and that a Board Secretary be appointed. Rev. Rella advised that he had
discussed the website proposal with the Mayor's office and they are looking into the
matter. There is presently a link on the municipal website to the Ethics Code and that is
given to every public official. With regard to the proposal to hire a Board Secretary,
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Peter Jost advised that he had spoken to the City Attorney who stated that there were
budgetary and personnel constraints regarding the Board Secretary position which
made such an appointment unlikely at the present time. A discussion was held
regarding the desirability of having minutes of the meetings prepared. lt was noted that
the Court Reporter was recording the meetings verbatim; however, a transcript would
not necessarily be prepared unless there were a hearing on a particular case. After
some discussion, Peter Jost volunteered to prepare minutes of the meeting. This was
acceptable to the Board members.

New Business

After discussion regarding the Board Attorney position, it was moved by Donna
Pincavage and seconded by Anthony Jones that Peter Jost be appointed as the Board's
regular attorney for 2018, subject to approval of the Mayor and Council and such other
requirements of law as may be required. ln favor, Ms. Azcona-Barber, Mr. Jones, Rev.
Carrington, Ms. Pincavage, Rev. Rella. Opposed - none.

It was moved by Anthony Jones and seconded by Br. Jude Lasota that the Board utilize
the same two newspapers, the Home News Tribune and the Star Ledger, as designated
by the City Council for purposes of notices regarding Board meetings. ln favor, Ms.
Azcona-Barber, Mr. Jones, Rev. Carrington, Ms. Pincavage, Rev. Rella. Opposed -
none.

After additional discussion, it was decided that meetings would be scheduled on an "as
needed" basis. lt was unanimously agreed that the next meeting would be scheduled
for February 26,2018, due to the pending Complaint submitted by Charles Kratovil.

The Board acknowledged receipt of and discussed the complaint filed by Charles
Kratovil against City Council President Glen J. Fleming. Attorney Jost explained the
Standard Operation Procedures of the Ethics Board with regard to the present case.
The Board also discussed the question of whether the matter contained in Mr. Kratovil's
latest complaint had already been previously adjudicated and/or settled in some way,
which question would need to be researched by the subcommittee. ln accordance with
the preliminary procedure, a subcommittee consisting of Rev. Rella and Anthony Jones
was assigned by the Chair to evaluate the Complaint with the Board Attorney and report
their recommendation to the full board at an executive session to be held at the meeting
on February 26.

Public Comment:

Charles Kratovil commented on his recent complaint against Mr. Fleming. He stated
that it was filed at the last council meeting, so very recently. lt does bring up some of
the same matters that were brought up in a letter to the Board of Ethics in 2015. There
are also new violations as recent as Mr. Fleming's last year's FDS form. He stated that
his complaint is clear and straightforward, but if there are any issues, he would be
happy to explain them.
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Charles Kratovil also commented on the ongoing appeal of his Ethics Complaint
regarding Benjamin Bucca. He stated that the matter was scheduled for a settlement
conference with the Office of Administrative Law on February 13th, and that Attorney
Vignuolo was sending his partner in his place. Mr. Kratovil suggested that if Mr.
Vignuolo did not wish to handle the case himself, the Board should consider assigning a
different attorney in the matter. The Board declined to follow Mr. Kratovil's suggestion.

There being no further business before the Board, it was moved by Anthony Jones and
seconded by Donna Pincavage that the meeting be adjourned at 6:10 p.m. (unanimous
voice vote).
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THB CTTY OF NEW BRUNSWTCK
BOARD OF ETH]CS

BOARD MEET]NG AND HEAR]NGS RE

REORGANIZAT]ON, REGULAR MEET]NG
AGENDA.
x-------- ---- x

New Brunswick City Hall
Council Chambers
78 Bayard StreeL
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901

DATE: January 22, 2018

TIME: 5:30 P.M

BEFORE:
REV. LAUREN CARRÏNGTON-CHA]R
DONNA PINCAVAGE-MEMBER
CLARI BEL AZCONA-BARBER_MEMBER
BROTHBR JUDE LASOTA-MEMBER
REV. FRANC]S RELLA-MEMBER
ANTHONY JONBS_MEMBER

APPEARANCES

J. PETER JOST/ ESQ.
Attorney for the Board

STATtr SHORTHAND REPORTTNG SERVICtr, ]NC
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(Transcript

Board of Ethics,

5:30 p.m.)

of Proceedings, New Brunswick

January 22, 201-8, commencing at

REV. CARRINGTON: We'11 get.

started. Since everyone is here/ we can open the

meeting?

MR. JOST: Yes. CalÌ the meetì-ng

to order.

REV. CARRINGTON: Calf the meeting

to order. We start with our--

MR. JOST: The pledge of affegiance,

I guess.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of

Allegiance takes place)

REV. CARRINGTON: Open public

meetings statement.

MR. JOST: We1l, I guess somebody is

going to announce and have placed in the minutes

that adequate notice of this meeting has been

provided in accordance with the law, by

publication in whatever the official newspapers

are

MS. PINCAVAGE: The Home News

Tribune and the Star Ledger

MR. JOST: The Star Ledger. It is

STATE SHORTHAND REPORTING SERVICE, INC
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on fife in the Cl-erk's Office, presumably and on

the public buf l-etin board.

Maybe shoul-d doubl-e-check to make

sure they dld, but I'm sure that the City Clerk

probably did that.

Do we want to cal-,1- the rol-l-?

REV. CARRINGTON: Yes.

MR. JOST: Do you want me to do it?

RBV. CARRINGTON : Yes / pJ-ease

MR. JOST: All right. Cfari?

MS. AZCONA-BARBER: Yes.

MR. JOST: Anthony?

MR. JONES: Yes.

MR. JOST: Brother Jude?

BROTHER LASOTA: HeTe.

MR. JOST: Lauren?

RBV. CARRINGTON: Yes.

MR. JOST: Donna?

MS. PINCAVAGE: Here.

MR. JOST: Frank?

RtrV. RELLA: Here.

MR. JOST: Everybody is here.

REV. CARRINGTON: Okay. So the

first business is the efection of a temporary

chair for a voice vote, and then nomination of a

STATE SHORTHAND REPORTING SERVICE, ]NC
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chair for 201-8.

MR. JOST: Yes. Somebody has to run

the meeting until the permanent chair is elected.

We dontt want to l-eave that person in charge,

because that's what got the other gentleman in

trouble. Vüho wants to be the temporary chair?

REV. RELLA: f'11 do it, Irfl be

the temporary chair. Do you mind?

REV. CARRINGTON: No.

MR. JOST: I think they usually

make-- for some reason they usually make the

attorney the temporary chair.

REV. CARRINGTON: That's what I

thought.

REV. RELLA: Okay, that's fine. I

thought because T h¡as junior.

MR. JOST: We1l, you donrt want to

vote for yourself. No1- that I want the job after

all the trouble that somebody got into.

REV. RELLA: You're the temporary

chair. Do we need a second on that?

MR. JOST: Yes. Do you want to do a

second?

MS. PINCAVAGE: Second.

MR. JOST: Afl in favor?

STATE SHORTHAND REPORTING SERVICE, INC
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(Unanimous affirmative response)

So the only item of business that I

will preside over is the e-lection of a chair for

2018. Would somebody l-ike to make a nomination?

MR. JONES: I woufd fike nominate

Reverend Lauren Carrington as the chairwoman.

MR. JOST: Is there a second?

REV. RELLA: I second.

MR. JOST: Al-1 right. Could we have

a roff call vote on that?

Cl-aribel- ?

MS. AZCONA-BARBER: Yes.

MR. JOST: Anthony?

MR. JONES: Yes.

MR. JOST: Brother Jude?

BROTHER LASOTA: Yes.

MR. JOST: Reverend Lauren?

REV. CARRINGTON: Yes.

MR. JOST: Donna?

MS. PINCAVAGE: Yes .

MR. JOST: And Reverend Frank?

RtrV. RtrLLA: Yes.

. JOST: Okay.

aclmlnister the

MR

quess we need to

Does anybody have the oath in front of

now-- I

office.

them or the

You are

oath of

STATtr SHORTHAND RtrPORTING SERVICE/ INC
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oath?

(No response)

MR. JOST: We'fl play it by ear.

REV. CARRINGTON: Why don't we do

both at the same time.

MR.

donrt we do both at the same time. So then now

you can run the meeting.

REV. CARRINGTON: I wiff take

nominations for vice-chair?

MR. JONES: Ì'd fike to nominate

Brother Jude Lasota as the vice-chair.

REV. CARRINGTON: Second?

MS. AZCONA-BARBER: I second.

REV. CARRINGTON: We' l-f take a vote

MR. JOST: hle need a roJ-l- cal-]

again.

Cfari ?

MS. AZCONA-BARBtrR: Yes.

MR. JOST: Anthony?

MR. JONES: Yes.

MR. JOST: Brother Jude?

BROTHER LASOTA: Yes.

MR. JUST: Reverend Lauren?

REV. CARRINGTON: Yes.

JOST: That's a good idea. Why

STATE SHORTHAND REPORTTNG SERVICtr, INC
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can do the.

MR. JOST: Donna?

MS. P]NCAVAGE: YeS.

MR. JOST: Reverend Frank?

REVEREND RBLLA: YES.

MR. JOST: Unanimous. So nol^/ we

Let¡s see. We don't have a bible.

BROTHER LASOTA: Is it in that

podium?

MS. AZCONA-BARBER: f have one in

my office.

(Pause in proceedings)

(Whereupon, Rev. Lauren Carrington

and Brother Jude Lasota, sworn in as Chair and

Vice-chair, respectively, by Mr. Jost)

REV. CARRTNGTON: So the next item

is any old business.

MR. JOST: Well, maybe under old

business was the discussion of the website.

REV. RtrLLA: We were discussing

that.

MR. JOST: Do you want to say

anything?

REV.

Mayor's office, Joan

to me. f made them

RELLA: Sure. I talked to the

Bradshaw, as it was suggested

aware of the need and the want

STATE SHORTHAND REPORTING StrRVICtr, INC
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for that website.

They wanted me to assure-- I think

you brought it up, Charles, that they are working

on it. They are looking into it? Hopefully I'11

have a update by next time. Itff make sure that

it goes out at the same time. There is a link to

the Ethics Code. And that's glven to everybody

that actually has any kind of public office. So

they do have that. If you need a copy I will get

that to you; alt right. biould you want a copy of

that ?

MR. KRATOVIL: I have it.

REV. RELLA: You have it, great.

Those those are the only two things T think that

we discussed l-ast time.

MR. JOST: Also, there was-- f

spoke to TK, the city attorney, about the issue of

having a Board secretary. And he indicated that,

f guess there are some budgetary issues involved

with that and also some personnel- issues invol-ved

in that. So he didn't say no, he didn't say yes,

but it dj-dn't sound like they were ready to jump

on it right a\^/ay.

REV. RELLA: It sounds more like a

no than a yes. They did not say no?

STATE SHORTHAND REPORTING SERV]CE, INC
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MR. JOST: Right. I indicated some

concern about l-ack of minutes, and he said, well,

you have the court reporter taking everything

down. So that, in essence, you know, provides

you with the minutes of the meeting. But I think

it probably would be a good idea to have at feast

some simple minutes of the meeting. I don't know

in anybody wants to vofunteer?

MR. JONES: I don't hear any.

REV. RELLA: Maybe we can take

turns every--

MR. JOST: You know, f can

probably do it. f'm not enthusiastic about it, but

I can probably prepare some minuLes and circufate

them. But I just feel more comfortabfe if there

were actual- minutes in addition to the transcript.

The transcript, obviously, has

everythlng in it that's said 1n the meeting, but

f'd st11f Ìike to see some minutes. If you want

me to do it, I'Ì-l be semi-happy to do it.

MS. PINCAVAGE: That's fine.

MR. JOST: Would the Board like

that? Unless one of you wants to jump up and

plead that you'd like to do it?

REV. CARRINGTON: We']f feave it at

STATtr SHORTHAND REPORTING SERVICE, INC.
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that.

MR. JOST: Okay. I guess that

covers ol-d business.

RBV. CARRINGTON: New busi-ness.

this filed complaint, formal

I

think we have

complaint.

MR. JOST: Why don't we do a couple

of procedural- things first. This is sort of a

combined reorganization and regular meeting.

So I guess f was very flattered to

be invited back. So my-- what f'm wondering is,

does this mean f am-- you woul-d like to be your

counsel-? V'Ioul-d you like me to be your regular

counsef¡ your special counsel-, your one shot

counsel- ?

REV. RELLA: Do we have a choice.

MR. JOST: I mean, I don't quite

understand completely the procedure ln the City

here, about. how appointments are made. Because

they have-- it seems to be sublect to the approval

of the City CounciJ-. So if you were to appoint

fter I think it would have to be subject to

confirmation by them or whatever other

requirements of law that may apply?

REV. RELLA: Madam Chairman, do we

STATE SHORTHAND REPORTING StrRV]CE, TNC
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have the power to say that?

REV. CARRINGTON: I would imagine

that we have some controf over it. I thought that

because you were here, that meant that you were

our attorney.

MR. JOST: Well, I received a phone

caff from-- because, you know, there were a couple

of phone cal-l-s . I certainly didn' t want to take

away somebody else's job, position?

But the message I got was that.

after some delay, that apparently the Mayor and

Council- are okay with me doing this. So I

wouldn't want it any other way, I woufdn't want

you having to point somebody that they didn't

want.

probably

me. And

So I think it 1s a good idea

just to confirm that you are appointing

regardJ-ess, I think

you know, because I do this

annuaf financial statement,

But probably just name me as

attorney.

f'm going to fi1e,

every year anyway, the

with my other towns.

the regular Board

If you ever want somebody else, no

problem, just tell me. f'fl serve at your

pleasure, lust to maybe eflminate any confusion

STATE SHORTHAND REPORT]NG SERVICE, INC



LZ

1

2

3

4

trJ

6

1

8

9

10

11

L2

13

T4

15

16

L1

18

19

20

2I

22

23

24

)q

about it. I think before it was clear that I was

speciaÌ counse.l- just for those maLLers. But if

you make me the regular Board attorney then no

question, that I need to fife that annuaf

disclosure, so f won't have Charl-ie chasing me

around.

lf someone wants to--

RBV. CARRINGTON: I wiII

motion Lo have Peter Jost be our regular

for the Board of Ethics.

MS. PINCAVAGE: f 'l-1 make

accept a

attorney

t.hat

motion.

MR. JOST: Subject to whatever

other approvals may be required.

MR. JONES: Second the motion.

REV. CARRTNGTON: So all in favor

or we have to do a ro11 cal-l-; right?

MR. JOST: Yeah, I quess you

should.

REV. CARRINGTON: Claribef?

MS. AZCONA-BARBER: YES.

REV. CARRTNGTON: Anthony?

MR. JONES: YES.

REV. CARRINGTON: Brother Jude?

BROTHER LASOTA: Yes.

STATE SHORTHAND REPORT]NG SERVICE, INC.
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REV. CARRINGTON: Myself, yes.

Donna?

MS. PINCAVAGE: YES.

REV. CARRÌNGTON: Reverend Francis?

REV. RELLA: YeS.

REV. CARRINGTON: It is unanimous.

MR. JOST: Vlell, T appreciate that.

Like I say, if at any time you are not a hundred

percent satisfied, you know, you can change.

MS. PINCAVAGE: It is good to have

consistency, instead of different appointed

counsel-.

MR. JOST: Stability, there is

something to be said for stability/ f guess.

The other thing is, I guess you

shoufd designate the same newspapers that are used

by the City for any notices. So somebody want to

maybe make that motion?

REV. CARRINGTON: I will accept a

motion to designate, I guess the Home News and

the--whatever other are the.

MS. PINCAVAGE: Star Ledger.

MR. JOST: There is usually an

official paper then there is a Sunshine Law paper,

one or more Sunshine Law papers rn addition.

STATE SHORTHAND REPORTING StrRVICtr, ]NC.
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Because usually Sunshine Law has to go into two

papers or at l-east they have to be noticed.

REV. RELLA: Do we know that--

MR. JOST: Why dontt you lust say

that-- somebody want to move to use the same

newspapers as the City utitizes for notices?

MR. JONES: I make a motion that we

use the same two newspapers/ the Home News Tribune

and the Star Ledger, as for notice of our meetings

and correspondence.

MS. CARRINGTON: Is there a second?

BROTHER LASOTA: Second.

REV. CARRINGTON: Claribef?

MS. AZCONA-BARBER: Yes.

REV. CARRTNGTON: Anthony?

MR. JONES: Yes.

REV. CARR]NGTON: Brother Jude?

BROTHER LASOTA: YeS.

RBV. CARRINGTON: Myself, yes.

Donna ?

MS. PINCAVAGE: Yes.

REV. CARRINGTON: Reverend Francis?

REV. RELLA: Yes.

MS. CARRINGTON: So unanimous.

MR. JOST: f'm trying to think if

STATtr SHORTHAND REPORTING SERV]CE, INC
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there are any other organizational matters that we

have to do.

MS. CARRINGTON: Do vne have to set

our meetings?

MR. JOST: That's another thing we

shoul-d do is set your regular meeting dates. That

doesnrL mean you have to meet. You can always

rearrange them, but you shoufd put an annuaf

notice in the paper when your regular meeting

dates are schedul-ed for?

MS. PINCAVAGE: Woul-d it be every

other month?

MR. JOST: I guess it is sort of

as-needed.

REV. CARRTNGTON: I know at one

and then if therepoint we had them-- it was set

h¡as no business then we woul-d cancef them.

MS. AZCONA-BARBER: I think it was

every three months. T think if we had a case that

we have to work, at the meeting at that moment we

pick another date. Then we meet more often if we

need it.

MR. JOST: Sometimes it is easier

to set a meeting and cancel- it, then it is try to

set a speclal meeting. Then you've got to call

STATE SHORTHAND REPORTING SERV]CE, INC
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everybody. Is there any particular-- are Mondays

qood? I guess Mondays are the designated?

REV. CARRINGTON: Yes.

MR. JOST: So is there a particular

Monday of the month that's good or bad.

REV. RELLA: We're setting up for

February now, is that what we're doing?

MR. ,JONES: Probably April; right?

MR. JOST: Probably-- we do have one

matter coming up, so i^re are probably going to have

to schedule something within t.hirty days.

MS. AZCONDA-BARBER: The second

Mondays of the month are not good for me. We have

Planning Board meet.ings.

MS. CARRINGTON: Not the second

either.

MS. PINCAVAGE: This is the t.hird?

MR. JOST: This is the third, I

guess,

MS. PINCAVAGE: When is Presidents?

REV. CARRINGTON: The third Monday.

MS. PINCAVAGE: If Presidents is

the thj-rd Monday, that won't work fo¡ next month.

MR. JOST: Maybe rather than try to

set regular meeting dates, maybe you should lust

STATE SHORTHAND REPORTING SERVICE, INC
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do it as you go along. Because you don't know

what's going to happen. You may not have any

business. Then againf we might have other

business coming down

REV. CARRINGTON: So if we set the

February 26, which is the fourth Monday?

MS. AZCONA-BARBER: Thatrs fine

with me.

MS. PINCAVAGE: Fine with me.

MR. JOST: Maybe you want to ask

for a voice vote on that?

REV. CARRINGTON: Al-l- in favor of

February 26t.h at 5:30?

(Unanimous affirmative response )

Opposed?

(No response)

Okay. So our next meeting will be

February 26.

MR. JOST: Now, I guess Madam

Chairperson, we do have one matter, complaint

that's been filed with the Board.

The complaj-nt was filed by Charles

J. Kratovif against-- concerning Council

President Fleming. fs that correct?

MS. CARRINGTON: Ah-hum.

STATE SHORTHAND RtrPORTING SERVICE, ]NC
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MR. JOST: That's Gfenn Fleming.

Now, under the procedure, of the

Board, if you fook at the standard opening

procedures of the New Brunswick Ethics Board, it

talks about, under Roman Numeral III, Rules of

Specific Application, 43, it says, "The Board is

required to make a preliminary determination

pursuant to this section of the ordinance. fn

order to carry out this responsibility in a timeJ-y

and informed manner, the Board adopts the

following procedure ! A, upon receipt of the

complaint. the chair shal-f assign the complaint to

a subcommittee of two members of the Board to

evafuate the complaint and report their

recommendation t.o the fu11 Board and Board counsel

at executive session not open to the pub-lic,

within thirty days of receipt of complaint".

So that's the preliminary

procedure. "If the report of the subcommittee

recommends that the Board facks jurlsdiction, or

that the compJ-aint is frivofous or without

reasonabfe basis in fact, such recommendation

shall be on the agenda for the next open public

meeting and voted on by the Board. Tf the Board

decfines to further consider a complaint or

STATE SHORTHAND REPORTING StrRVICE, TNC
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enumerated reasons, it is shall memorial-j-ze that

decision and the reason therefore in writing,

within thirty days of such action, fil-e the same

with the City Clerk and provide a copy of same to

the complainant".

"Tn the event"-- subparagraph C,

"fn the event the Board deLermines that the

complaint is wholly conclusionary or lacks

specific factual- allegations for it. act, it may

direct the complainant to supplement or amend the

complaint to add such specific factuaf

information"--T tm sorry--"specific factual- support

for the complaj-nt".

And then it says, under

Subparagraph D, "Notice and/or service of process.

While subsection A and B are siÌent regarding the

service of a copy of the complaint on the accused

aL the preliminary stage of the proceeding, 1t

shoufd be noted that these events are usualÌy

accompanied by publi'c notice or knowledge and,

therefore, the Board adopts as policy that a copy

of the complaint be served on the accused by

regular mail upon initial- receipt. Since no duty

to answer or defend arises unti-l the appropriate

finding is made, pursuant to Section 2-25.108, an

STATE SHORTHAND REPORTING StrRVICE, INC



20

1

2

3

4

5

6

1

I

9

10

11

L2

13

T4

15

I6

L1

1B

I9

20

2I

22

23

24

25

accused publ-ic employee or officer shaff not be

required to file any response. Although if he or

she does, the Board may in its discretion consider

such submission in reaching a decision to hold the

public hearing".

So I guess we're supposed to send

a copy of this to, in this case, the City Council-

members, but he's not required to file any

response at this point, unless he wants to.

REV. RELLA: How far back does

this complaint go? Because ï saw when I was

reading it previously, it went back to 2015. This

is the same compl-aints or is it-- you know --

MR. JOST: Tt is alleging incidents

or facts that took place in 2014, 201,5, 2016.

REV. RELLA: Then my question is,

was this complaint fifed prior to thls year, you

know. Is it?

MR. JOST: Apparently it was-- I'm

not sure, because T don't have speclfic knowledge

on that. f'm under the impression that something

was filed previously that was unsworn/ therefore,

it was not formally considered.

REV. RELLA: It says here, "On

November 4th, 2015 Councilman Flemming
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mischaracterized the outcome to this Ethics

Board's October 1-5th, 2015 Special Meeting,

telling the audience at a City Council meetinq

that my August 5, 2015 letter was bogus." So it

was in a prior compÌaint?

MR. JOST: Yeah. There may be

issues of whether this is what we cal-l- a res

adjudicata, something that's already been

adjudicated in some way. We woul-d have to

research that issue. Also whether there are is

any statute of limitations on this or not.

So there are some preliminary

issues that woufd have to be-- that's probably

what the subcommittee might be taking a l-ook at.

REV. RELLA: If it's a-lready been

adjudicated and settfed, then why is it appearing

here? Or is this something brand new that was not

adjudicated before?

MR. JOST : V,le don' t know.

REV. CARRINGTON: That will- be part

of what the subcommittee does.

MR. JOST: It will bre studied at the

subcommittee's studies. It may be necessary to

take some testimony on that issue. So we'fl cross

that bridge when we come to it, I guess.
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REV. RELLA: All right.

MR. JOST: So at this point we have

a complaint. It was fil-ed in the proper way with

the City Cferk. It was si^¡orn-- it fS sworn to. So

you have to respond in some way.

Vle wil-l- need to appoint a

subcommittee of two people and presumably they

would-- although it says they report back to the

counseÌ, I think counsel- would work with them,

legal counse.I , to evaluate thal. And you'11 have

another meeting presumably in approximateJ-y thirty

days, for the Board to determine where this is

going, if anywhere.

So thatrs the procedure. If the

Board wishes, I wíff send a copy to the Councilman

by regular maif as indi-cated in the standard

procedures. Unfess-- yeah, obviously 1t shoul-d

come from me. So is that a request of the Board?

MR. JONES: Yes.

REV. CARRINGTON: Yes/ all right.

MR. JOST: So we will folfow that

procedure. And then, I guess, does the Chair want

to appoint somebody?

MS. CARRINGTON: I wou-Id ask for

two volunteers as opposed to appointinq?
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MR. JONES : f vol-unteer .

REV. RELLA: Irff vofunteer.

REV. CARRINGTON: We have two

volunteers, Tony--

MR. JOST: Tony and Reverend Frank,

okay.

REV. CARRINGTON: Since we set our

meeting already, is it too l-ate to change that to

an executive meeting to review the case?

MR. JOST: Wel1, we can do it-- you

can have an executive session at any meeti-ng. So

presumably what you would do is, t.hey would

report-- you wouJ-d start with an executive

session, to discuss the matter in executive. And

then come out and take whatever action is

appropriate at that time.

MS. CARRINGTON: f guess the notice

that woufd go out would show that the meeting

woufd be--the first part of the meeting would be

the executive session and the second part would be

open to the public?

MR. JOST: Yeah. You don't have

to specifically notice that in the notice, but you

can if you wish to. But to go into executive

session, Vou can do that as the need arises during

STATE SHORTHAND REPORT]NG SERVICE, INC
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a meetlng.

Whenever you have an executive

session/ you al-ways has to start the meeting out

as a pubJ-ic meetinq anyway. Then start the

meeting, qo through the reguJ-ar procedures and

then vote to go into executive session. You can'L

just start with an executi-ve session without

opening the meeting.

REV. CARRINGTON: Vüerve done that

before.

MR. JOST: Yeah.

REV. CARRINGTON: !r7e've gone down

that street before.

MR JOST: We've foflowed that

In the meantime, íf theprocedure

Respondent

to do so.

ftm sure

hearing, if

MR. JOST:

voice vote. So f'm not

efse that we need to do?

wants to respond in any way, he's free

Or if he wants to wait unti] there is a

itts even needed, he coul-d do that.

So did we vote on Tony and--

REV. CARRINGTON: Yes.

MR. JOST : Vùe did, okay.

MR. JONES: Volce vote.

That's right. We had a

sure if there is anything

There is something under
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here caf l-ed discussi-on. I donrt know what

exactly--I guess if there is anything else that

the Board wants the discuss?

(No Response)

REV. CARRINGTON: A1I right. Then

we'l-f just open the meeting to any public comment.

Yes, Mr . Kratovil- .

MR. KRATOVIL: Good evening members

of the Board. Happy nehr year. And

conqratulations on making a great choice for your

regular counsef, and pleased to see that the Board

is taking another step in the right direction.

I'm very happy about that.

Just to address a couple of points

that came up. This compfaint that I filed was

fifed at the fast CounciJ- meeting, so very

recentJ-y. It does bring up some of the same

matters that were brought up in a l-etter to this

Board. I believe that was 2015.

There are afso new violations as

recent as fast year's FDS form, where Mr. Flemming

did not list any real- estate that he, at that

Counclf meeting, admitted to ownì-ng real estate in

New Brunswick. So I filed the complaint. I think

it's clear and straight forward. But if there
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are any issues, obviousJ-y, Irlf be happy to

explain them.

The only other j-ssue is regarding

the complaint that first caused the Board to hire

Mr. Vignuolo again Benjamin Bucca. That matter has

been appeaÌed to the Local Finance Board. The

Local Finance Board handed it over to the Office

of Administrative Law. It's been through a number

of teJ-ephone conferences. And it's my

understanding the Board is stj-ff represented by

Mr. Vignuolo in that matter

And for what it j-s worth, there is

a settlement conference schedul-ed for February

13th at the Office of Administrative Law, 33

Washington Street, seventh floor, Newark, New

Jersey. And f bel-ieve it's in the morning, maybe

10:00, 10:30 a.m.

Mr. Vignuolo said he's not going

to be abfe to make it, so he's sending one of his

law partners. And I just feel fike he not only

dropped the baff and created the problem that

allowed the case to be appealed and caused it to

drag out so long, but his firm is continuing to

bill the City as he fights the appeal.

At this point, if he's not even

STATE SHORTHAND REPORT]NG SERVICE/ INC



21

1

2

3

4

5

6

1

8

9

10

11

L2

13

I4

15

16

L1

1B

I9

20

2I

22

a1

25

able to showup, there is not a real- good case for

him to continue representing the Board on this

matter. I mean, yoü can make the case that he was

the one who handled the original matter, so he has

all- of this knowledge and shou.l-d be able to

continue to represent the Board on that. But if

he's not even going to be abJ-e to be there, you

might want to consider terminating the

rel-ationship fuÌly with Mr. Vignuolo's firm.

Obviously, it's your choice to do

what you want. But I think you have a great

regular counsef here. And rather than having Mr.

Vignuolo continue to, you know, cost the City

money to handl-e that matter, where he may have

some motivation to cover-up his own mistake rather

than do what's best for the Board, you may want to

consider substltuting 1n the attorney that you've

already now hired to be your regular attorney.

And so that's just a suggestion.

Because I know it was a Ìong time ago that this

case came up. Ird fike to see it resofved as soon

as possible, so anything to move that forward. I

know Mr. Vignuolo was difficult to deal- with.

REV. RELLA: Charles, I'm having a

llttl-e trouble connecting the dots here. T don't

STATE SHORTHAND REPORT]NG SERVICE, INC
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know anything about that case. Not to chew

everything up again, but at the same time, how

does he represent us, that's what lrm not getting?

MR. KRATOVIL: So I appealed the

matter, because the Board passed a resolution that

L/as erroneous. It incfuded points that were

factually inaccurate. I was able to get the Locaf

Finance Board to agree to send it to the Office of

Administrative Law. It is stil-l- ongoing to this

day. frm amazed at how long it has dragged out.

It was not my intention to drag it out so long.

But part of that was that Mr. Vignuolo was being

difficul-t in trying to cover-up, you know, the

fai.l-ures of his service to the Board from back in

2014. Rather than maybe just owning up to, okay,

we did screw thls up, we did screw that up, and

let's get this over with. He's kind of being

drfficult with this.

1

taxpayers doffars

MR

allegations. The

with what you are

think just 1n the interest of

I think it woufd be best--

. JOST: We're listening to your

Board is not necessarily agreeing

saying in terms of Mr. Vignuolo.

. RELLA: I don't know anythingREV

about

STATE SHORTHAND REPORT]NG SERVICtr, INC
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MR. JOST: f know nothing about

this case. But for me to have to jump in

midstream, something like that you are going to

have pay me a ri-dicuÌous amount of money to go

through the entire fi.l-e to try to figure out

what's going on.

REV. CARRINGTON: Werre just

listening to Mr. Kratovil-.

MR. JOST: I understand. And he has

the right to say what he's saying.

REV. RELLA: It is good that we

know your feelings about that as wel-l-.

MR. JOST: It's not something that

I'm anxious to jump into. It woul-d be nice if it

got settled, but sometimes it is hard to do that.

MS. PINCAVAGE: So if he is not abl-e

to be there will they be postponing this hearing?

MR. KRATOVIL: He'l-l be sending one

of his law partners.

MS. PINCAVAGE: What is the date?

MR. KRATOVIL: The 13th of

February.

MS. PINCAVAGE: In Newark at 10:00

a.m.?

MR. KRATOVIL: Yes. I believe they

STATE SHORTHAND RtrPORTTNG SERVICE, INC.
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did send a notice to Reverend Carrington about

that.

BROTHER LASOTA: It coul-d be

settfed then?

MR. KRATOVIL: Anything is

possible. They just switched to a new Judge.

I don't know where it is at, really. That's

have. Thank you and have a great day.

REV. CARRINGTON: If there is

further business?

So

afl-I

no

MR. JONES: Motion to adjourn.

MS. PINCAVAGE: Second.

REV. CARRINGTON: Afl in favor?

(Whereupon, upon unanimous

affirmative response/ the matter stands adjourned

at 6:10 p.m.)
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CERT]F]CATE

It CHARLES R. SENDERS, a Certified

Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public of the State

of New Jersey/ do hereby certify that prior to the

conmencement of the examinatj-on, the witness was

duly sworn by me to testify to the truth, the

whofe truth and nothing but the truth.

I DO FURTHER CERTIFY that the foregoing is

a true and accurate transcript of the testimony as

taken stenographically by and before me at the

time, place and on the date hereinbefore set

forth, to the best of my ability.

T DO FURTHER CERTTFY that T AM neithEr

a refative nor employee nor attorney nor counsel-

of any of the parties to this action, and that I

am neither a refative nor employee of such

attorney or counsel, and that I am not financlally

interested in the acti-on.

I : \Documents\TinyTranMD\CharÌes Senders. bmp

CHARLES R. SENDERS, CSR NO. 596

DATED: February 9, 20IB
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK CITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK
PROOF OF INSERTION

State of New Jersey, County of Middlescx

I, Daniel A. Torrisi, do
hereby certify that an

advertisement, of which the
annexed is a true copy, was
published in The Home News
Tribune, a newspaper
published and circulated in
the City of New Brunswick,
County and State aforesaid,
issue(s) as follow(s) to wit:
23 February 2018

Certified this 23 February

ñt^-
A. Torrisi, City Clerk
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NEW BRUNSWICK BOARD OF E1 . TICS
AGENDA

Monday, February 26, 2018
5:30 p.m.

City Hall - Council Chambers,TB Bayard Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

OPEN PUBLIC MEET¡NG STATEMENT

ROLL CALL

OLD BUSINESS
¡ Complaint filed by Gharles Kratovil against Council President Glenn Fleming

NEW BUSINESS

DtscussloN

PUBLIC COMMENT

ADJOURNMENT

Next Regular Meeting - TBD


