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The rowhouse at 753 Walnut St. is vacant and dilapidated, like many in Camden. Windows are boarded up, part of the roof has given way, and an adjacent lot is overgrown.

What sets this house apart from others is a claim that it was home to Martin Luther King Jr. while he attended the now-closed Crozer Theological Seminary in Upland.

There, he apparently studied for classes - and mulled issues that helped mold him as a civil rights leader.

That connection is being investigated by the New Jersey Historic Preservation Office after it received an application to place the house on the New Jersey Register of Historic Places.

The application was submitted by Patrick Duff, 39, of Haddon Heights, a social activist who came across the house while researching a 1950 incident in which the young King and his friends were refused service at a Maple Shade cafe.

Duff, who grew up in Willingboro and Delran, said he had long admired King and hoped to see the site in Camden's Bergen Square section renovated and turned into a historic attraction and the vacant lot next to it transformed into a small park.

He is trying to raise money, and he met with Camden City Council President Frank Moran, who said that the rowhouse was worthy of preserving and that the city "could explore the idea of making it part of a historical tour" that would include other sites such as Walt Whitman's house.

"It's so important to every American that we preserve this history," said Duff, who hopes to receive donations for the project at www.gofundme.com/HouseofMLK. "It should be commemorated.

"I've always had an empathy for people who are down on their luck. It's something that's built inside of me," he said. "I think MLK showed us a better way."

Duff also is waiting to learn whether Maple Shade Township will be allowed to erect a plaque or small monument on state-owned land in town, at Main Street and Route 73, the former site of the cafe where King and his friends had their confrontation with the owner.

The incident was a milestone in King's life, said Duff, a salesman at Winner Ford in Cherry Hill. "If you don't have the history of what made MLK who he was, then you can't understand how he became the leader he was," Duff said. "How could people not want to memorialize the house in Camden and the site in Maple Shade?

"They're among the two most valuable historical places connected to his life," he said. "He came away from what happened at the cafe thinking it's time for change."

King visited the cafe with fellow seminary student Walter R. McCall of Camden and their dates at 12:45 a.m. one June night.

The pub owner declined to serve them, saying he was prohibited from selling "package goods" after 10 p.m., and when pressed for four glasses of ginger ale, he declined, pulled a pistol, walked outside, and fired it a few times.

King reported the incident to police and the owner was arrested, but charges were dismissed when several witnesses failed to testify before a grand jury.

King's Camden address on the 1950 police report was spotted by Duff, who visited 753 Walnut St. in February and imagined the future civil rights leader climbing the steps to his room the night of the cafe incident, and considering what had just happened.

"He was out on a date and was refused service," Duff said. "It put him in a position where he wanted to stop that from happening to others; he wanted to stop social evil."

Duff also met with the house's current owner, Jeanette Lily Hunt, who said she remembered King staying there and exchanging greetings with him. Hunt said that she was 20 and married at the time and that her father-in-law owned the house. She has supported efforts to turn it into a historic site.

"What happened in Maple Shade and Camden put [King] on a course to change not only South Jersey but the world," Duff said.

The preliminary application for inclusion on the New Jersey Register of Historic Places is being evaluated by the state Office of Historic Preservation, said Caryn Shinske, a spokeswoman for the state Department of Environmental Protection. "If it's found eligible, a National Register nomination would be completed."

The office is expected to finish its work within the next two weeks, Shinske said.

Because of a lengthy review process, though, a year can pass from nomination to listing, she said.

In the meantime, Moran, the council president, said he was investigating the possibility of restoring the house and converting it into a museum.

"I'm supportive of the concept and will forward it to [Mayor Dana Redd's] administration, and I think she will be supportive," said Moran, who also is director of the Camden County Parks Department. "There is a lot of work ahead, and funding has to be discussed."

In Maple Shade, council members voted unanimously in February to explore Duff's proposal to erect a memorial at the former cafe site, and they have been awaiting permission from the state Department of Transportation, which owns the land, Township Manager Jack Layne said.

The council rejected an earlier proposal to build a park at the site because of safety concerns at the busy location, the topography of the site, and lack of parking.

Providing access to the disabled also would have been problematic.

Funding for the memorial may come from the township and grants. "I would like to see this thing come to closure," Layne said.
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From: McVarish, Doug
To: Patrick Parr
Subject: RE: Martin Luther King in Camden, NJ
Date: Monday, May 4, 2015 7:42:00 AM

Thanks, Patrick, for the additional information.
 
You may be interested in the attached article from yesterday’s Philadelphia Inquirer. I will forward
you a copy of our final evaluation report.
 
Douglas
 
 
Douglas C. McVarish
Architectural Historian
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office
P.O. Box 420
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420
(609) 984-3856
xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx
 
 
 
 
From: Patrick Parr [mailto:xxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx] 
Sent: Saturday, May 02, 2015 5:11 PM
To: McVarish, Doug
Subject: Re: Martin Luther King in Camden, NJ
 
Hi again, Douglas:
 
Thank you for sending the initial write-up. It reads well. I just wanted to mention that in
Volume 1 in The Papers of Martin Luther King Jr. Pgs 87-90, there is a chronology which lists
King as an 'associate and assistant pastor at Ebenezer' Baptist during the summers of '48, '49
and '50, and also lists sermons he delivered there. That might help to eliminate some of the
time he could have been in Camden. The speeding incident on June 16th, 1950, in Delware, is
recorded as well. June 12th - 19th, 1950 was an action-packed week for King, to say the least. 
 
Thanks again, and yes, I hope you'll keep me in the loop if the report changes or something
new pops up. 
 
-Patrick
 
On Fri, May 1, 2015 at 4:32 AM, McVarish, Doug <xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx> wrote:
Patrick: 

This evaluation was written fairly early in the process. Some conclusions may have changed. If I
update it in coming weeks and  months, I will send you a revised copy.
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Douglas
 
 
Douglas C. McVarish
Architectural Historian
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office
P.O. Box 420
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420
(609) 984-3856
xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx
 
 
 
 
From: Patrick Parr [mailto:xxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx ] 
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2015 3:10 PM

To: McVarish, Doug
Subject: Re: Martin Luther King in Camden, NJ
 
Hi Douglas, 
 
Yes, thank you. I'd be very interested in receiving a copy of the write-up. Glad I could help. 
 
Thanks,
Patrick 
 
On Thu, Apr 30, 2015 at 5:15 AM, McVarish, Doug <xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx> wrote:
Patrick:

Thank you so much for your response. It is very useful to us.  Your conclusions are similar  to our
hypotheses, and is valuable to have the information gathered from your ongoing research. If it
would be useful for you, I will send you a copy of the write-up I prepared on the house at 753
Walnut.

Again, thank you so much for the information.
 
Douglas
 
 
Douglas C. McVarish
Architectural Historian
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office
P.O. Box 420
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420
(609) 984-3856

tel:%28609%29%20984-3856
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From: Patrick Parr [mailto:xxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx ] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 5:26 PM
To: McVarish, Doug
Subject: Re: Martin Luther King in Camden, NJ
 
Hello Douglas,
 
Great to hear from you. Yes, I'm aware of the local researcher's attempt to get the house in
Camden registered. I've been gathering research for the last couple years regarding King's
days at Crozer Seminary, and I have to agree with Dave. King and Walter McCall were best
friends at Crozer, and they often went over to the Camden area, simply because McCall had
family there. King's sister, Christine, was also at Teachers College in NYC at that time, 2
hours away. In Christine's memoir, Through it All, she describes a moment when she and
'Martin' are driving together 'down' to their brother A.D.'s wedding, which occurred on June
17th, 1950, 5 days after the Maple Shade incident was filed. 
 
King lived in Crozer's main seminary building during his three years there. Now the building
is the Crozer-Chester Medical Center. When I visited, many of the office workers there told
me that King's dorm room is now an office, numbered 217 on the second floor.  
 
Crozer classes typically finished in May, so he had plenty of time to stay, or 'crash' with
McCall at the rowhouse. There is no evidence that I have found, however, that Camden was
his primary residence. Did he stay there for perhaps 3-4 weeks at a time? Possibly. He had
reasons to. For starters, he could have preached at several nearby Baptist churches. He also
frequently preached at Calvary Baptist church in Chester, and greatly admired J. Pius
Barbour. 
 
Unfortunately, the only person who could indeed give a definitive answer on this would have
to be his sister, Christine, since she is on record as being with King five days after Maple
Shade. She is very difficult to reach, however. 
 
There is just too much evidence from old interviews by King's Crozer classmates, too many
stories that are 'dorm-specific'. His primary residence was the dorm, but I have no doubt that
he stayed for extended periods of time with Walter in the summer. They went everywhere
together. It would have been difficult to commute daily from that Camden home to the Crozer
campus in 1950. Even now, in 2015, it is a 35 minute trip by car. 
 
King did take classes at the University of Pennsylvania his 3rd year at Crozer, which as you
may know is much closer to Walnut Street... (six miles?). So perhaps King could have stayed
in Camden during a portion of that time as well, but that is purely speculative at this point. 
 
I am still gathering information from the Barbours, and if I'm able to uncover anything more
definitive, I will let you know immediately. Of course if you have any other questions, I'd be
happy to answer them. 
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Thanks,
Patrick 
 
 
On Wed, Apr 29, 2015 at 8:04 AM, McVarish, Doug <xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx> wrote:
Patrick:

I am contacting you at the suggestion of Dave Garrow.  A local researcher is attempting to get
a house in Camden, NJ listed in the National Register of Historic Places because there is
evidence that Martin Luther King lived there during a portion of his time at Crozer Seminary.
The house was owned by Walter McColl’s uncle and was located at 753 Walnut Street. Dave
indicated that  he had no doubt that MLK  visited Walter McColl at the Camden house during
his time at Crozer and may have stayed over from time to time but that his primary residence
was close to the Crozer campus.
 
Have you come across any information about MLK’s possible residency in Camden?
 
Thank you for your help.

Douglas
 
Douglas C. McVarish
Architectural Historian
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office
P.O. Box 420
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420
(609) 984-3856
xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx
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From: McVarish, Doug
To: Patrick Parr
Subject: RE: Martin Luther King in Camden, NJ
Date: Friday, May 1, 2015 7:32:00 AM
Attachments: MLK House Camden PA rev20150319.doc

Patrick: 

This evaluation was written fairly early in the process. Some conclusions may have changed. If I
update it in coming weeks and  months, I will send you a revised copy.
 
Douglas
 
 
Douglas C. McVarish
Architectural Historian
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office
P.O. Box 420
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420
(609) 984-3856
xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx
 
 
 
 
From: Patrick Parr [mailto:xxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx] 
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2015 3:10 PM
To: McVarish, Doug
Subject: Re: Martin Luther King in Camden, NJ
 
Hi Douglas, 
 
Yes, thank you. I'd be very interested in receiving a copy of the write-up. Glad I could help. 
 
Thanks,
Patrick 
 
On Thu, Apr 30, 2015 at 5:15 AM, McVarish, Doug <xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx> wrote:
Patrick:

Thank you so much for your response. It is very useful to us.  Your conclusions are similar  to our
hypotheses, and is valuable to have the information gathered from your ongoing research. If it
would be useful for you, I will send you a copy of the write-up I prepared on the house at 753
Walnut.

Again, thank you so much for the information.
 
Douglas
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753 Walnut Street, Camden

(Preliminary National Register Application)

Exterior Description:

753 Walnut Street is the west half of a duplex situated on the north side of the street. The house has a rectangular footprint with its narrower end facing the street. Two stories in height, its south facade has been sheathed in faux stone cladding added in about 1950. The house has three first story facade openings, two windows and an east door, each of which has been boarded over. A concrete stoop adjoins the door opening. The second story contains two shorter window openings, both of which have been boarded over. The remaining stylistic detail is the bracketed wood cornice, an element of the Italianate style.
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Photo 1. Facades of 753 and 755 Walnut Street, Camden, toward north.  Photograph by Douglas McVarish. February 4, 2015.


The west wall is divided into three sections by the slope of its roof. The south roof slope is shallow with a steeper rear roof slope and shallow-sloped rear ell. The wall is sheathed in rough-faced stucco over brick (a portion of the stucco is missing revealing the brick beneath). Four window openings are placed in the first and second stories of the wall and are vertically aligned. All but one of the windows is boarded over. (The boarding on one first story window is missing).
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Photo 2. West wall of 753 Walnut Street, toward north. Note ruinous garage to rear. Photograph by Douglas C. McVarish. February 4, 2015.


The west rear ell has a single, boarded-over second story window. The first story west wall of the rear ell is sheathed in plywood.


The rear elevation of the house is also stuccoed. This elevation has a single boarded-over first story window, and a boarded over door at the east end of the wall Two boarded-over window openings are placed in the second floor. All of the windows and doors are missing.


A garage, constructed with concrete block walls, sits in ruinous condition in the northwest corner of the lot.
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Photo 3. Rear elevation, 753 Walnut Street, toward east. Photograph by Douglas C. McVarish, February 4, 2015.


Interior Description:

The interior has suffered from lack of maintenance, abandonment, and illegal occupancy. The house retains its historic room divisions and some of its historic interior elements, including paneled wood doors.
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Photo 4, Debris on floor of second story bedroom, 753 Walnut Street. Photograph by Emma Lee (WHYY). February 4, 2015.
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Photo 5. Shafts of light penetrate the boarded up windows in the living room of 753 Walnut Street. Photograph by Emma Lee (WHYY). February 4, 2015.
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Photo 6. Activist Patrick Duff exploring house interior. Note portions of historic plaster and visible lath, and lower portion of window frame. Photograph by Emma Lee (WHYY). February 4, 2015.
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Photo 7. Architect Ed Clifton is central first floor room, 753 Walnut Street. Photography by Emma Lee (WHYY). February 4, 2015.


Other remaining historic elements include portions of baseboards and other moldings and plaster and lath. Some rooms have been sheathed in wall paneling, and it is uncertain if the original materials survive beneath.


The envelope of the house has been compromised due to roof leaks and portions of the exterior wall are failing. In addition, all plumbing fixtures and pipes have been removed from the building.


Setting:

Walnut Street and adjacent thoroughfares are characterized by a “gap-toothed” appearance all too common in historic Camden neighborhoods as houses decay or are destroyed by vandalism or fire. The lots immediate to the west of 753 Walnut were cleared within the last few years. A community garden  begun by the last owner-occupant of the house, Benjamin Hunt, is located across the street. Due to these changes, area lacks integrity as a historic neighborhood.
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Photo 8. Walnut Street toward east from vicinity of 753. Photograph by Douglas C. McVarish. February 4, 2015.


[image: image9.jpg]





Photo 9. General view toward west on Walnut Street from vicinity of 753. Photograph by Douglas C. McVarish. February 4, 2015.


Historic Background:

753 Walnut Street in Camden was erected as part of the residential expansion that occurred in response to post-Civil War industrial growth in the city. To provide workers for enterprises including a pen factory, shipyards, oil cloth factories, lumber mills, woolen mills, chemical plants and carriage factory, large tracts of land were  subdivided, streets were laid out, and were soon lined with brick duplexes and row houses. Between 1870 and 1880, the population of Camden nearly doubled from 23,000 to 40,000.1  One such new neighborhood developed along the “tree” streets of South Camden, including Walnut.
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1Jeffrey M. Dorwart and Philip English Mackey, Camden County, New Jersey: 1616-1976: A Narrative History (Camden: Camden Cultural and Heritage Commission, 1976), 55-62.


Although the exact date of construction of 753 Walnut is not known, it was likely around 1874, when two homeowners in the 600 block of Walnut obtained property insurance policies.2 The first map to depict the house is Hopkins’s 1877 Atlas of Philadelphia and Environs. 3The 700 block of Walnut extends from left to right across the center of the image, and 753-755 are toward the east end of the block.
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2 Fire Insurance Records Database. Website: http://www.brynmawr.edu/iconog/ffi/ffidefault.htm. Accessed February 17, 2015.


3 From photographic reproduction on the West Jersey History website (www.westjerseyhistory.org. Accessed February 17, 2015.


The 1880 population census of Camden indicates that the house was, at that time, occupied by James Houghton, 43, who worked in a woolen mill; his wife, Margaret, 49, who kept house; and their three children, William (21), Martha (19), and George (18), each of whom also worked in the woolen mill.4 Although it is not known for sure, the members of the Houghton family may have worked in the Wood and Company mill, one block away from their house (see map above).


In its beginnings, 753 Walnut Street is similar to hundreds of other houses in Camden. The event which made it distinctive occurred 70 years later. At that time, the house was owned by Benjamin Hunt, an African American, who purportedly acquired it in 1945.5

Hunt’s cousin was Walter McCall, Martin Luther King, Jr.’s classmate from Morehouse College and a fellow seminarian at Crozer Theological Seminary in Upland, Pennsylvania. During two years of their studies at C Trozer, McCall and King shared a room in the rear of the house at 753 Walnut. The two began studies at Crozer in September 1948 and graduated in May 1951.6


A transcript of an oral histoy interview with Walter McCall is included in the Archives of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Center in Atlanta. Nowhere in the interview did Mr. McCall indicate that he shared a room with King in Camden.


Martin Luther King. Jr.’s residence at the Walnut Street house was confirmed in 1981 Courier- Post interview with property owner Benjamin Hunt and a 2015 interview with Jeanette Lily Hunt, daughter-in-law of Benjamin Hunt. Ms. Hunt, who had recently married at the time and was living elsewhere in Camden, recalled visiting her in-laws house on several occasions and seeing Martin Luther King, Jr., either arriving or leaving. She remembered exchanging pleasantries with him but indicated that they never had an extended conversation.7

During his residence in Camden, Martin Luther King, Jr., was involved in a confrontation in Maple Shade, Burlington County. The incident was recounted in a New Jersey Monthly blog based on a conversation with Maple Shade native Daniel Nestor8:

If Maple Shade, New Jersey, is to be famous for anything, if there is any reason it makes it into the history books, it is for what occurs there in the early morning hours on June 12, 1950.
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4 1880 Census of Population, Camden, New Jersey, Supervisor’s District No. 8, Enumerator;s District 14, page 26.

5 Kevin C. Shelly, “Camden home ‘a part of history’, Courier-Post, February 17, 2015.


6 Ibid.


7 Interview between Aaron Moselle (WHYY) and Jeanette Lily Hunt, February 4, 2015.


8 The outlines of the event are also enumerated in a police report of the incident in the collection of the Martin Luther King Archives.


The story begins “when two 20-year-old classmates from Crozer Theological Seminary in Chester [Pennsylvania] go out for a ride in the country with their dates.” One of those young men was King. When he and his friends stopped into Mary’s Café in Maple Shade for a beer, the barkeep, Ernest Nicholls, told them, “the ‘best thing’ would be for them to leave.” They refused, at which point Nicholls pulled out a gun and chased them into the parking lot. “He [fired]   into the roof; other accounts have him shooting into the South Jersey sky,” Nester writes.


For Nester, who now lives in Albany, New York, this is no mere historical curiosity, but rather a seminal moment in the life of King and the history of the civil rights movement.


“Most King biographers categorize the incident in Maple Shade as a formative epiphany,” Nester writes. “Some people even describe Mary’s Café as the birthplace of the modern civil rights movement in America.9”


The last statement is debatable. The Maple Shade incident was included in Frederick Downing’s 1986 study, To See the Promised Land: the Faith Journey of Martin Luther King, Jr. (Mercer University Press), Charles Euchner’s 2010 study, Nobody Turns Me Around: A People’s History of the 1963 March on Washington (Beacon Press), and William Robert Miller’s 1968 study, Martin Luther King:, Jr.: His Life, Martyrdom and Meaning for the World (Avon Press).

However, the incident is not mentioned in Taylor Branch’s definitive 3-volume biography of King. In an email communication, Mr. Branch indicated obliquely that the Maple Shade incident was not included because he deemed it not important to the account of King’s life.


The latter history of the house has been one of abandonment and deterioration. After Benjamin Hunt’s death in 1985, the house became a crack house and was also used for other nefarious activities. Ms. Hunt has tried to curtail these activities by keeping it boarded up.10

Statement of Significance:

The applicant, Patrick Duff, seeks a finding of National Register of Historic Places eligibility for the house because of its association with the preeminent American Civil Rights leader, Dr.Martin Luther King, Jr. The requirements for National Register eligibility for association with a historically significant individual are enumerated in the National Register Criteria for Evaluation:


Properties must be associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.


National Register Bulletin 15, How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation elaborates on the key factors that must be present for a proper to convey a significant association with a prominent individual:


Association with the Property


[image: image14]

9 Nick DiUlio, “When History was Made in Maple Shade,” New Jersey Monthly Blog, June 8, 2012. Website: http://njmonthly.com/blogs/southern-exposure/2012/6/8/when-history-was-made-

in-maple-shade.html. Accessed February 18, 2015.


10 Benjamin Hunt’s death date is taken from the Social Security Death Index digitized at  ancestry.com; Ms. Hunt’s comments were made during the February 4, 2015 interview.

Properties eligible under Criterion B are usually those associated with a person's productive life, reflecting the time period when he or she achieved significance. In some instances this may be the person's home; in other cases, a person's business, office, laboratory, or studio may best represent his or her contribution. Properties that pre- or post-date an individual's significant accomplishments are usually not eligible.


Comparison with Related Properties

Each property associated with an important individual should be compared to other associated properties to identify those that best represent the person's historic contributions. The best representatives usually are properties associated with the person's adult or productive life.

Properties associated with an individual's formative or later years may also qualify if it can be demonstrated that the person's activities during this period were historically significant or if no properties from the person's productive years survives. Length of association is an important factor when assessing several properties with similar associations.


The argument presented by Mr. Duff is that the Maple Shade event marked the baptism of Dr. King into social protest. This may or may not be true and the influence of the Maple Shade incident is debatable. However, the site of the incident is no longer standing. One could, perhaps stretch the idea of significance by saying that were Martin Luther King, Jr. not living in Camden, he would not have traveled to Maple Shade, but there has been no documentation uncovered that his time in the Hunt family house similarly contributed to the social protest ethic that came to shape his life.


In addition, the following properties associated Dr. King are already listed in the National Register of Historic Places:


Edmund Pettus Bridge (Selma, Alabama). National Historic Landmark. 

First Baptist Church (Selma, Alabama). National Register.

Selma to Montgomery March. National Historic Trail.

Dexter Avenue Baptist Church (Montgomery, Alabama). National Historic Landmark. 

Pastorium, Dexter Avenue Baptist Church (Montgomery, Alabama). National Register

Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historical Site (Atlanta)


Atlanta University Center District (Atlanta) Lincoln Memorial (Washington, D.C.) 

Lorraine Hotel (Memphis)11

In addition, Old Main of Crozer Theological Seminary is listed in the National Register. Its listing is for historical and architectural significance and the early nomination does not reference Martin Luther King’s attendance at the institution.12


[image: image15]

11 This list was compiled from the National Park Service publication, We Shall Overcome: Historic Places of the Civil Rights Movement National Register Travel Itinerary. On-line at:  http://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/civilrights/text.htm. Accessed February 18, 2015.


12 W. Clinton Powers, “Old Main,” National Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form, 1972.


Justification of Eligibility/Ineligibility

The house at 753 Walnut Street has, thus far, not been conclusively tied to the productive life of Martin Luther King, Jr. Additional information may have the potential to alter this conclusion. This information might consist of correspondence from Dr. King discussing the importance of his time at the Camden House. Without such definitive documentation of the significance of his Camden residency to his larger career , the house fails to meet any of the four criteria of the National Register of Historic Places.


Douglas C. McVarish

Architectural Historian


New Jersey Historic Preservation Office 


Wednesday, February 18, 2015

(revised March 19, 2015)
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Douglas C. McVarish
Architectural Historian
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office
P.O. Box 420
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420
(609) 984-3856
xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx
 
 
 

 
From: Patrick Parr [mailto:xxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx ] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 5:26 PM
To: McVarish, Doug
Subject: Re: Martin Luther King in Camden, NJ
 
Hello Douglas,
 
Great to hear from you. Yes, I'm aware of the local researcher's attempt to get the house in
Camden registered. I've been gathering research for the last couple years regarding King's
days at Crozer Seminary, and I have to agree with Dave. King and Walter McCall were best
friends at Crozer, and they often went over to the Camden area, simply because McCall had
family there. King's sister, Christine, was also at Teachers College in NYC at that time, 2
hours away. In Christine's memoir, Through it All, she describes a moment when she and
'Martin' are driving together 'down' to their brother A.D.'s wedding, which occurred on June
17th, 1950, 5 days after the Maple Shade incident was filed. 
 
King lived in Crozer's main seminary building during his three years there. Now the building
is the Crozer-Chester Medical Center. When I visited, many of the office workers there told
me that King's dorm room is now an office, numbered 217 on the second floor.  
 
Crozer classes typically finished in May, so he had plenty of time to stay, or 'crash' with
McCall at the rowhouse. There is no evidence that I have found, however, that Camden was
his primary residence. Did he stay there for perhaps 3-4 weeks at a time? Possibly. He had
reasons to. For starters, he could have preached at several nearby Baptist churches. He also
frequently preached at Calvary Baptist church in Chester, and greatly admired J. Pius
Barbour. 
 
Unfortunately, the only person who could indeed give a definitive answer on this would have
to be his sister, Christine, since she is on record as being with King five days after Maple
Shade. She is very difficult to reach, however. 
 
There is just too much evidence from old interviews by King's Crozer classmates, too many
stories that are 'dorm-specific'. His primary residence was the dorm, but I have no doubt that
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he stayed for extended periods of time with Walter in the summer. They went everywhere
together. It would have been difficult to commute daily from that Camden home to the Crozer
campus in 1950. Even now, in 2015, it is a 35 minute trip by car. 
 
King did take classes at the University of Pennsylvania his 3rd year at Crozer, which as you
may know is much closer to Walnut Street... (six miles?). So perhaps King could have stayed
in Camden during a portion of that time as well, but that is purely speculative at this point. 
 
I am still gathering information from the Barbours, and if I'm able to uncover anything more
definitive, I will let you know immediately. Of course if you have any other questions, I'd be
happy to answer them. 
 
Thanks,
Patrick 
 
 
On Wed, Apr 29, 2015 at 8:04 AM, McVarish, Doug <xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx> wrote:
Patrick:

I am contacting you at the suggestion of Dave Garrow.  A local researcher is attempting to get
a house in Camden, NJ listed in the National Register of Historic Places because there is
evidence that Martin Luther King lived there during a portion of his time at Crozer Seminary.
The house was owned by Walter McColl’s uncle and was located at 753 Walnut Street. Dave
indicated that  he had no doubt that MLK  visited Walter McColl at the Camden house during
his time at Crozer and may have stayed over from time to time but that his primary residence
was close to the Crozer campus.
 
Have you come across any information about MLK’s possible residency in Camden?
 
Thank you for your help.

Douglas
 
Douglas C. McVarish
Architectural Historian
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office
P.O. Box 420
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420
(609) 984-3856
xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx
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From: McVarish, Doug
To: Patrick Parr
Subject: RE: Martin Luther King in Camden, NJ
Date: Thursday, April 30, 2015 8:15:00 AM

Patrick:

Thank you so much for your response. It is very useful to us.  Your conclusions are similar  to our
hypotheses, and is valuable to have the information gathered from your ongoing research. If it
would be useful for you, I will send you a copy of the write-up I prepared on the house at 753
Walnut.

Again, thank you so much for the information.
 
Douglas
 
 
Douglas C. McVarish
Architectural Historian
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office
P.O. Box 420
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420
(609) 984-3856
xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx
 
 
 

 
From: Patrick Parr [mailto:xxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 5:26 PM
To: McVarish, Doug
Subject: Re: Martin Luther King in Camden, NJ
 
Hello Douglas,
 
Great to hear from you. Yes, I'm aware of the local researcher's attempt to get the house in
Camden registered. I've been gathering research for the last couple years regarding King's
days at Crozer Seminary, and I have to agree with Dave. King and Walter McCall were best
friends at Crozer, and they often went over to the Camden area, simply because McCall had
family there. King's sister, Christine, was also at Teachers College in NYC at that time, 2
hours away. In Christine's memoir, Through it All, she describes a moment when she and
'Martin' are driving together 'down' to their brother A.D.'s wedding, which occurred on June
17th, 1950, 5 days after the Maple Shade incident was filed. 
 
King lived in Crozer's main seminary building during his three years there. Now the building
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is the Crozer-Chester Medical Center. When I visited, many of the office workers there told
me that King's dorm room is now an office, numbered 217 on the second floor.  
 
Crozer classes typically finished in May, so he had plenty of time to stay, or 'crash' with
McCall at the rowhouse. There is no evidence that I have found, however, that Camden was
his primary residence. Did he stay there for perhaps 3-4 weeks at a time? Possibly. He had
reasons to. For starters, he could have preached at several nearby Baptist churches. He also
frequently preached at Calvary Baptist church in Chester, and greatly admired J. Pius
Barbour. 
 
Unfortunately, the only person who could indeed give a definitive answer on this would have
to be his sister, Christine, since she is on record as being with King five days after Maple
Shade. She is very difficult to reach, however. 
 
There is just too much evidence from old interviews by King's Crozer classmates, too many
stories that are 'dorm-specific'. His primary residence was the dorm, but I have no doubt that
he stayed for extended periods of time with Walter in the summer. They went everywhere
together. It would have been difficult to commute daily from that Camden home to the Crozer
campus in 1950. Even now, in 2015, it is a 35 minute trip by car. 
 
King did take classes at the University of Pennsylvania his 3rd year at Crozer, which as you
may know is much closer to Walnut Street... (six miles?). So perhaps King could have stayed
in Camden during a portion of that time as well, but that is purely speculative at this point. 
 
I am still gathering information from the Barbours, and if I'm able to uncover anything more
definitive, I will let you know immediately. Of course if you have any other questions, I'd be
happy to answer them. 
 
Thanks,
Patrick 
 
 
On Wed, Apr 29, 2015 at 8:04 AM, McVarish, Doug <xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx> wrote:
Patrick:

I am contacting you at the suggestion of Dave Garrow.  A local researcher is attempting to get
a house in Camden, NJ listed in the National Register of Historic Places because there is
evidence that Martin Luther King lived there during a portion of his time at Crozer Seminary.
The house was owned by Walter McColl’s uncle and was located at 753 Walnut Street. Dave
indicated that  he had no doubt that MLK  visited Walter McColl at the Camden house during
his time at Crozer and may have stayed over from time to time but that his primary residence
was close to the Crozer campus.
 
Have you come across any information about MLK’s possible residency in Camden?
 
Thank you for your help.

Douglas
 
Douglas C. McVarish
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Architectural Historian
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office
P.O. Box 420
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420
(609) 984-3856
xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx
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From: McVarish, Doug
To: xxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx
Subject: Martin Luther King in Camden, NJ
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 11:04:00 AM

Patrick:

I am contacting you at the suggestion of Dave Garrow.  A local researcher is attempting to get a
house in Camden, NJ listed in the National Register of Historic Places because there is evidence that
Martin Luther King lived there during a portion of his time at Crozer Seminary. The house was owned
by Walter McColl’s uncle and was located at 753 Walnut Street. Dave indicated that  he had no
doubt that MLK  visited Walter McColl at the Camden house during his time at Crozer and may have
stayed over from time to time but that his primary residence was close to the Crozer campus.
 
Have you come across any information about MLK’s possible residency in Camden?
 
Thank you for your help.

Douglas
 
Douglas C. McVarish
Architectural Historian
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office
P.O. Box 420
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420
(609) 984-3856
xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx
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From: McVarish, Doug
To: David J. Garrow
Subject: RE: Martin Luther King, Jr. in Camden
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 10:57:00 AM

Professor Garrow:

Thanks for your response. It is fine for our purposes. We continue to be impressed with Patrick Duff's devotion to
this project, and that is a  major reason why our office is devoting our efforts to trying to determine whether the
house is NR-eligible.

Douglas

-----Original Message-----
From: David J. Garrow [mailto:xxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx.xx.xx] On Behalf Of David J. Garrow
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 7:47 AM
To: McVarish, Doug
Subject: Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. in Camden

Hi--Sorry for my tardiness: yesterday I was following the S.Ct. arguments & getting press calls about Baltimore as
well as being in book-writing mode.
Do you need a formal letter from me, or can we have a phone conversation?
While I'm *very* impressed with Patrick Duff's energy & dedication on this, I think the bottom line is quite clear &
certain: Doc's best friend, Walter McCall, was related to the people at that home in Camden, and Doc certainly
*stayed* there as a guest of McCall on however many nights, but all the interviewing of King classmates at Crozer
that took place when they were still alive indicates pretty dispositively that during academic semesters Doc was
living at Crozer, not in Camden. As the Maple Shade incident indicates, outside of the academic year calendar Doc
may indeed have been in Camden some. There's a younger scholar in Washington state, Patrick Parr, who is more
on top of all this than anyone else alive! Best wishes, Dave Garrow (I use my Cambridge email almost exclusively
rather than my Pitt Law one)

>________________________________
>From: McVarish, Doug <xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>
>Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 10:55 AM
>To: Garrow, David J.
>Subject: Martin Luther King, Jr. in Camden
>
>Professor Garrow:
>
> The New Jersey Historic Preservation Office has been approached by an
> individual who is seeking National Register listing for a house at 753
> Walnut Street in Camden, New Jersey, which according to that
> individual's research and several newspaper accounts was Martin Luther
> King's part-time residence for a portion of his time at Crozer Seminary.
>
> During your research on Dr. King's time at the seminary, did you find
> any sources that definitively associate Dr. King with residence in the
> house at 753 Walnut Street?
>
>Thank you very much for your assistance.
>
>Douglas McVarish
>
>Douglas C. McVarish
>Architectural Historian
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>New Jersey Historic Preservation Office P.O. Box 420 Trenton, New
>Jersey 08625-0420
>(609) 984-3856
>xxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx
>
>
>

--
Prof. David J. Garrow
Homerton College
University of Cambridge
Professor of Law & History and
Distinguished Faculty Scholar
University of Pittsburgh School of Law
3900 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15260
412-624-2381 (Voicemail)
412-648-2647 (Fax)
www.davidgarrow.com



From: Doug McVarish
To: xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx
Subject: Martin Luther King, Jr. and Camden
Date: Thursday, February 19, 2015 10:25:00 AM

Mr. Branch:

We recently received a preliminary  application for a house at 753 Walnut Street in Camden, New
Jersey. According to information prepared by the applicant, Martin Luther King, Jr. shared a room in
the house with Howard McCall during a portion of his attendance at Crozer Seminary. The house was
owned by McCall’s cousin. The applicant argues that the significance of the house is increased
because it was King’s place of residence at the time of the incident at Mary’s, a tavern in Maple
Shade, Burlington County, in which King and several other were refused service. He also argues that
this incident may have been the genesis of King’s efforts for social and racial justice.  Our office is
presently evaluating whether the house meets any of the criteria for National Register eligibility.
 
I know that the incident at Mary’s was not included in your three-volume biography of Dr. King. Are
we correct in inferring that omission is due to your carefully considered opinion that the incident
was not important in King’s later life?
 
Thank you for your outstanding books. I look forward to hearing from you.

Douglas McVarish
 
Douglas C. McVarish
Architectural Historian
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office
P.O. Box 420
Trenton, New Jersey 08625
(609) 984-3856
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