[bookmark: _GoBack]North Hanover Township
Township Clerk’s Office
41 Schoolhouse Road 
Jacobstown, NJ 08562
Telephone (609) 758-2522
Facsimile (609) 758-3016

December 15, 2022


Ms. Nikki Stouffer

	

	RE:	Open Public Records Request – 12/07/2022
	 
Ms. Stouffer:

	The Township of North Hanover received your Open Public Records Act (OPRA) request on December 7 , 2022 that included the following request, “Communication between the North Hanover Police Department and the Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst between the following dates: November 25th, 2022 to December 7, 2022, containing the following words…”  Prior to the issuance of this denial letter, I attempted to contact you via email on December 8, 2022 for purposes of seeking clarification of your request for “Communication” as that term is not an identifiable specific government record.  However, to date I have not received any response from you. As such, the seven (7) business day deadline to respond to your request is December 16, 2022. This response to your request is being provided to you before the aforesaid deadline.

	To the extent that your request sought “Communication,” it does not identify a specific type of communication or specific government records.  As such, your request is an invalid OPRA request and is being denied. When a request is “complex” because it fails to specifically identify the documents sought, then that request is not “encompassed” by OPRA. See New Jersey Builders Association v. New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing, 390 N.J.Super. 166, 180 (App. Div. 2007).  A proper request under OPRA must identify with reasonable clarity those documents that are desired, and a party cannot satisfy this requirement by simply requesting all of an agency's documents.  See Bent v. Stafford Police Department, 381 N.J.Super. 30, 37 (App. Div.  2005). Custodians are not required to conduct research or create new records in response to an OPRA request.
	Under such rationale, the GRC has repeatedly found that blanket requests are not valid OPRA requests. In the matter of Schuler v. Borough of Bloomsbury, GRC Complaint No. 2007-151 (February 2009), the relevant part of the Complainant’s request sought: “Item No. 2: From the Borough Engineer’s files: all engineering documents for all developments or modifications to Block 25, Lot 28; Block 25, Lot 18; Block 23, Lot 1; Block 23, Lot 1.02. Item No. 3: From the Borough Engineer’s files: all engineering documents for all developments or modifications to North St., to the south and east of Wilson St. Item No. 4: From the Borough Attorney’s files: all documents related to the development or modification to Block 25, Lot 28; Block 25, Lot 18; Block 23, Lot 1; Block 23, Lot 1.02. Item No. 5: From the Borough Attorney’s files: all documents related to the development or modification to North Street, to the south and east of Wilson St.” In reviewing the complainant’s request, the Council found that “[b]ecause the Complainant’s OPRA requests [Items No.] 2-5 are not requests for identifiable government records, the requests are invalid and the Custodian has not unlawfully denied access to the requested records pursuant to [MAG] and [Bent].”

	Therefore, your request is not valid because it fails to identify specific government records sought or requires the Custodian to perform research in order to fulfill the request. See MAG, supra, Bent, supra, NJ Builders, supra, and Schuler, supra.

	Please advise if you wish to clarify your request by specifically identifying the type of “communication” that you are seeking, and specifically identifying  the “to” and “from” in the identified communication, and/or other identifying criteria in accordance with the above cited authorities.

	If your request for access to a government record has been denied or unfilled within the seven (7) business days required by law, you have a right to challenge the decision by the Township of North Hanover to deny access. At your option, you may either institute a proceeding in the Superior Court of New Jersey or file a complaint with the Government Records Council (GRC) by completing the Denial of Access Complaint Form.  You may contact the GRC by toll-free telephone at 866-850-0511, by mail at P.O. Box 819, Trenton, NJ, 08625, by e-mail at grc@dca.state.nj.us, or at their web site at www.state.nj.us/grc. The GRC can also answer other questions about the law.  All questions regarding complaints filed in Superior Court should be directed to the Court Clerk in your County.


						Sincerely,
						Mary Picariello, RMC/CMR/CTC
						Municipal Clerk

SENT VIA EMAIL: Nicole Stouffer <opra+request-37267-96acffe4@requests.opramachine.com>
