Piscataway Township Civil Rights Advisory Commission
Rev. Dr. Kenneth L. Saunders, Sr. Chairperson

Piscataway Civil Rights Advisory Commission Statement of Purpose

The Piscataway Township Civil Rights Advisory Commission seeks to promote and support the Civil Rights of all its citizens.  The Township’s stated Motto and Byline is “A Proud Diversified Community.” 

Piscataway has been listed in many national media sources as one of the Best Places to Live in America.  The Piscataway Civil Rights Advisory Commission wishes to emphasize that all citizens of our Community deserve to be treated with dignity, honor and respect by all individuals who live within our community at all times.  The members of the Commission’s Board seek to create and support events and programming which reflects, honors and highlights the positive historical and cultural aspects of our diversified community. 

We are proud of our diverse community and are dedicated to creating a variety of events which recognize and support all our citizens to ensure that we will continue to be recognized as one of the “Best Place to Live in America”.

Meet:  Fourth Thursday of each month 
Time:  7:00 pm (when we were unable to meet in person, a free conference number was established)
Note:  Pre-Covid we meet monthly in person, during COVID meetings were via ZOOM or conference call.  
Meeting Focus/Agendas included but not limited to:  
· Publicity
· Education
· Political Action
· Event Planning
· Family
· Religious Matters
· Persons with Disabilities
· Round Table (thought sharing)
Meeting Dates:
2020 Meetings
January 23 – conference call to debrief the Martin Luther King Breakfast
February 27 – Planning meeting for 2020
March 27 – No meeting Global Pandemic announced 
April 23 – No meeting
May 28 – No Meeting 
June 25 – ZOOM Meeting to discuss George Floyd Murder and the worldwide protests
July 23 – Summer Break
August 27 – Summer Break
September 24 – ZOOM meeting discussion on voting 
October 22 – ZOOM meeting discussion regarding promotion of concern and interest of facilities with public restrooms being handicapped or the lack there of.  Also, the possibility of having our cultural event in early 2021.
November 26 (Thanksgiving) – began planning Martin Luther King Jr Celebration met at least 1x per week during the month, and communicated via email.  
December 24 (Christmas Eve) – continue planning Martin Luther King Jr Celebration met at least 1x per week during the month, and communicated via email.  

2020 Activities
Martin Luther King, Jr. Annual Breakfast: “Still Embracing the Dream, Honoring the Dreamer” – Guest speaker Rev. Dr. Ronald Slaughter, St. James AME Church, Newark NJ

June 16, 2020 – Rev. Dr. Kenneth L. Saunders responds to the murder of George Floyd

The Commission planned activities for 2020 and all were put on hold because of the Pandemic.  The activities included:
· Participation in the Piscataway Township Street Fair (A banner was being designed, pens and an opportunity to win a $25 gift card)
· Diversity Expo planned for October 2020 – activities of diverse cultures, food and fun for children
· Diverse Poetry Jam for all ages from centennials (late 90s to 2010s) – traditionalists (1925 – 1945).  

