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AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT, dated this AL Q&\Ea_ remain effective

until December 31, 2027, by and between the Borough of Palmyra, hereinafter called the
“Borough” and the Palmyra Police Association / FOP Lodge #2 hereinafter called the “PPA” and
shall be effective, retroactive for all purposes unless otherwise states herein to and from

January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2027.



ARTICLE 1

RECOGNITION

The Borough recognized the Palmyra Police Association as the exclusive majority representative
for collective negotiations for all regular Patrolmen, Sergeants, and Detectives, excluding the

Chief and Lieutenant of Police.



ARTICLE 2

INTENT AND PURPOSE

2.1 It is the intent and purpose of the parties hereto, in entering this Agreement, to maintain
and promote harmonious relations and close cooperation between the Borough and its Police
Officers and to set forth herein the entire agreement to be observed by the parties hereto

covering terms and conditions of employment.

2.2 This agreement shall be construed according to its written provisions without regard to any
discussions or negotiations, written or oral, which parties had leading to or resulting in the

execution of the agreement.

2.3 The Borough shall net discriminate in any way against any officer for PPA membership as

long as this activity does not in any way disrupt normal operation of the Police Department.

2.4 This agreement shall not be modified in whole or in part by the parties except by an

instrument in writing duly executed by both parties.



ARTICLE3

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE

3.1 A “Grievance” is claim by the PPA only based upon a question, dispute, or matter of

complaint which concerns negotiable terms and conditions of employment.

3.2 The purpose of this procedure is to secure, at the lowest possible level, equitable solution

to the problems which may from time to time arise affecting Police Officers.

2.3 The Grievance Procedure for the PPA shall be as follows:

A,

B.

Level One: Within fourteen (14) calendar days of the occurrence of
the event giving rise to the grievance, the PPA shall submit a written letter to the
Chief of Police stating the grievance and suggesting a time for a meeting to discuss
the sald grievance. The Chief of Police shall conduct a meeting and render a written
response to the grievance within fifteen days of the date the grievance was

presented to him.

Leve! Two: Following receipt of the response of the Chief of Police,
the PPA shall have fourteen days to make a written request for a meeting with the
Public Safety Committee of Borough Council and the Chief of Palice. In the event the
Chlef of Police does not respond within the fourteen calendar days for him to
respond, the PPA shall file a written request with Borough Council within fourteen
days following the last date that the Chief could have responded. The Public Safety
Committee shall hold a meeting with the PPA and the Chief and shall respond to the

grievance within thirty days of receipt of the grievance.

Level Three: Within fourteen (14) calendar days of the response of
the Borough Public Committee or, in the event the Public Safety Committee did not
respond, within thirty days from the last day that the Public Safety Committee

should have responded, the PPA shall make written request to the New Jersey



D. Public Employment Relations Commission for binding arbitration. For
good cause shown, this fourteen (14) calendar day period may be extended by an
additional fourteen (14) days. An arbitrator shall be selected pursuant to the rules
and regulations of the Commission. The decision of the arbitrator shall be final and
hinding. The arbitrator shall not have the power to add to, subtract from, or in any
way modify the terms of the Collective Bargaining Agreement. Fees and expenses of
the arbitrator shall be borne by the losing party, and, in the event of a “split”
decision, fees and expense of the arbitrator shall be borne equally by the parties.
However, each party shall bear the expense of its own witnesses, exhibits, and
attorneys or representatives. This arbitration procedure shall be the sole and

exclusive remedy for resolution of grievances under the contract.

3.5 If the grievance is of such an emergent nature that it must be resolved at the Council level
to maintain proper operation of the department, then all other levels of the grievance
procedure will be omitted, and the Chief of Police will arrange a meeting with the borough

Cauncil.

3.6 All time requirements set forth herein are to be strictly construed, and a failure to move
the grievance to the next step or to file the grievance initially within the time requirements of

this procedure shall be deemed an abandonment of the grievance.

3.7 Any grievance shall be represented at all steps of the grievance procedures by the PPA.
When an officer is not represented by the PPA, the PPA shall have the right to be present and

state its views at all stages of the grievance herein.

3.8 No reprisals of any kinds shall be taken by the Borough or any member of the
Administration against any party in interest, any representative, any member of the PPA, or any

other participant in the grievance procedure by reason of such participation.



ARTICLE 4
DISCIPLINARY ACTION

4.1 The Code of the Borough of Palmyra and Police Policy and Procedure Manual shall apply in
disciplinary matters. The Borough of Palmyra and the Administration of the Police Department
will follow a corrective and progressive disciplinary policy to ensure fairness and equality in

disciplinary matters.

4.2 All meetings and hearings for dismissal and suspension, whenever possible, shall be
conducted at the Borough Administration Building unless it is agreed by the Borough and the

hargaining unit to hold sald meeting or hearing at some other location,

4.3 Al disciplinary action shall comply with the N) State Attorney Generals Guidelines and
relevant New lersey State Statutes including but not limited to 40A:14-181, 40:A:14-147 and
52:17B-98 and court actions on disciplinary issues, in addition to rules and regulations of the
Police Depariment. Appropriate notices shall be in writing and given with enough advanced
time to permit the employee to obtain necessary counsel or representation. The notice shall

include all relevant information of the alleged violation of conduct.

4.4 The accused officer shall have the right to be present at the hearing and to be accompanied
and represented by some person of his own choosing, including an attorney-at-law at no
expense to the Borough. He shall be confronted with the witnesses: may testify in his own
hehalf: and may produce any other witness or witnesses in his behalf under oath, all of whom
shall be subject to cross-examination. Any accused officer shall have the right to have any
fellow officer attend any such hearing as a witness and management will require such officer to

attend

4.5 The Public Safety Director and/or Independent Hearing Officer as designated by the
Borough shall render a written decision within ten (10} days, and the officer shall have the right
to appeal from such decision to whatever agency necessary, in writing, of his intention so to
appeal within (10} days next after the receipt by him of the intention of the hearing officer’s

decision. All hearings shall be taken down steno graphically or



by electronic recording. Such records shall be kept for a period of at |east sixty days pending the
outcome of the appeal. At the officer’s request all records shall be made avallable to the PPA at

its cost.

4.6 Any officer who is charged, either with a dismissal, suspension, demotion or fine shall have
the right to be present at any hearing so scheduled by the Borough. The Officer prior to the
hearing shall receive alt written charges against him and the reasons for said action by the
Borough. Whenever any officer Is required to appear before the Chief of Police, or Borough
Coundil of Palmyra, or any committee or any member thereof concerning any matter which
could adversely affect continuation of that officer In his position, employment, or salary or any
increments pertaining thereto, he shall be entitled to have a representative of the .PPA or

council of his choosing present to advise and represent him during such meetings or interview.

4.7 Letters of reprimand may be appealed through the chain of command in accordance with

the law.

4.8 The Grievance Procedures may be used for disciplinary action Involving fines and including
a minor suspension of up to five (5} days. Discipline involving a suspension of over five {5) days
shall not be appealabie through the grievance procedure, but are appealable through the
appropriate court of jurisdiction. An individual subject to minor discipline may also utilize the
appropriate court process in place of the grievance procedure. The number of days of
suspension represents working days not calendar days. Oral and written reprimands specifically

are not subject to the grievance procedure process.



ARTICLES

POLICE ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATION

5.1 The PPA agrees to file in writing the name of authorized persons delegated to represent

and handle PPA matters.

5.2 The Borough agrees to pay PPA representatives, who are on duty, for the time spent
processing valid grievances, contract negotiations and/or the defense of an officer in a

disciplinary action, limited to not more than two representatives at one time.

5.3 The Union agrees that it will indemnify and save harmless the Employer against any and all
actions, claims, demands, losses and expenses (including reasonable attorney’s fees) in any

matter resulting from action taken by the Employer at the request of the Union under this

Article,

5.4 The Borough and FOP agree to abide by Workplace Democracy Enhancement Act.

5.5 There shall be no discrimination, interference, or coercion by the Borough or any of its
agents against the employees of the Palmyra Borough Police Department represented by the
FOP because of membership or activity in the FOP. Neither the Borough nor the FOP shall
discriminate against any employee because of race, creed, color, gender, sexual orlentation, or

national origin. No union shall intimidate or coerce employees into membership.

5.6 The Borough will comply with N.1.5.A. 40:A-14-177 with respect to FOP delegates attending

conventions.



ARTICLE 6

MUTUAL COOPERATION

6.1 The PPA and Borough Council agree that mutual cooperatlon Is necessary for the Police

Department to carry out its public responsibility of maintaining a high level of service to the

public,

6.2 The parties agree to resolve problems arising from differences through the Grievance

Procedure contained herein.

6.3 The parties agree that the pursuit of harmonious relations between the PPA and the

Borough Council is the continuing intent of the parties, recognizing the mutual responsibility of

each party.

6.4 The Borough Council agrees that time provisions of this Agreement shall be carried out in
all respects through the term of this Agreement and assure the PPA compliance by its officers

of representatlves.

6.5 The PPA agrees that this Agreement was reached in good faith and to abide by the terms

and conditions of this Agreement through the terms of this Agreement.

6.6 The PPA further agrees that, during the terms of this agreement, it shall cause no strikes,
work stoppages, slow downs, or other acts of disharmony contrary to the intent of this
Agreement, or law. The PPA agrees that it has full responsibility for any such acts on the part of

its members.

6.7 In the event of any such acts enumerated in Section 6.6 of this Article, the PPA agrees that
any and all such members so engaged shall be Iimmediately subject to disciplinary or dismissal
action. The PPA further agrees that it will immediately notify all its members that any such
action is not sanctioned by the PPA and the PPA joins with the Borough in insisting that all

officers cease and desist immediately.



6.8 The PPA further agree that the Borough Council shall have any and all recourse in law to

restore normal working operations, including actlon against individual officers, the PPA and its

representatives.

6.9 In the event of “layoffs” due to economic and fiscal limitations on the Borough by law the

Borough will follow NJS 40A:14-143

10



ARTICLE 7

USE OF PROPERTY AND BULLETIN BOARDS

7.1 When requested in writing, the Borough Council will allow the PPA to conduct meetings on
Borough property at the sole discretion of the Borough. In cases of emergency, a verbal request
will be honored subject to a written confirmation being filed with the Council. The PPA
Representative may without formal written or verbal approval from the Mayor & Council meet
with individuals of the PPA in the role of representative involving matters relating to the
Agreement, including terms and conditions of employment. However, the PPA will notify the

Chief of Police or designee verbally in advance of any such visitor.

7.2 The Borough will provide bulletin boards for use by the PPA for posting announcements
and notices relating to meetings and official PPA business, which shall be non-political in

nature. All notices shall be approved for posting and signed by an PPA officer of his designee.

11



ARTICLE 8
SAFETY AND WORKING CONDITIONS

8.1 The PPA and Borough Council mutually agree that the safety of our Police Officers and
protection of our community is of the utmost importance, and, with this in mind both parties
agree: A regular police officer may work up to sixteen (16} hours on a continuous shift if its

including overtime as required by the department as approved by the Chief of Police of his

designee.

8.2 All officers shall care for and make proper use of tools, equipment and clothing issued by
the Borough. Destruction of, or abuse of property shall be cause for disciplinary action as
outlined in the Police Manual. The Borough agrees to maintain all police equipment and patrol

vehicles in the safest working condition as possible at ali times.

8.3 An officer shall notify his supetvisor of all hazardous safety conditions of any equipment.
Any equipment deemed hazardous by a supervisor shall be put out-of-service and the

supervisor will notify the Chief of Police of such action.

8.4 All overtime shall be pursuant to the specification of Article 11 of this Agreement.

12



ARTICLE 9

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

9.1 In the event of sickness or injury all officers covered under this agreement may be granted a
feave of absence by the Director of Public Safety and/or Appropriate Authority up to but not in
excess of one year from the date of request. A leave of absence request due to sickness or
injury shall be accompanied with a medical certification from a physician recognized in the
State of New Jersey to practice medicine setting forth the diagnosis and recuperation time
required. The Borough reserves the right to have its medical staff evaluate an officer on sick

leave and have a second opinion rendered.

9.2 Leaves of absences for other then stated in Article 9 Sectlon 9.1 are recognized and
provided for in the Palmyra Police Department Police and Procedure manual Volume #1
Chapter #11 Leave of Absence General Order 2010-18 dated July 14, 2010. This does not affect
Article 14 of the incidental sick days an employee may utilize for common short term ilinesses,

as provided for in that Article.

9.3 The Chief of Police may allow the President or his designee for the PPA to attend State FOP
meetings while on duty providing the department does not incur overtime costs, and that there
is adequate manpower working. The President or his designee may attend grievance hearings,
PERC Hearings or meetings with the Borough about terms and conditions of employment or

contact questions without loss of pay, so long as it does not cause overtime,

13



ARTICLE 10

PROMOTIONS

10.1 It is agreed the Borough retains the right to maintain efficiency of the operations by
determining the methods, the means and the personnel by which such operations are

conducted. All promotions shall be made in accordance with the requirements of an N.J.S.A.

40A:14-129 and 130.

14



ARTICLE 11

HOURS OF WORK AND OVERTIME

11.1 The Borough shall regulate the hours of work the types of shifts and the classification and

number of Police officers.

11.2 It is recognized that a tour of duty shall be (12) hours Including two (2) paid 45 minute
meal breaks and {2) fifteen minutes rest breaks. These breaks may be combined to two (2) one
hour breaks at the discretion of the shift supervisor. The Chief of Police will attempt to schedule
work weeks so that officer will generally maintain their normal tour of duty. This scheduling can
only be done if safety of the Borough is assured and an adequate number of personnel is on
each tour of duty in accordance with regularly accepted police standards. Officers assigned to
an eight and one-half hour (8.5) hour shift shall be entitled to a paid one hour meal break.
Officers assigned to a ten and one-half hour (10.5) hour shift shall be entitled to one (1} paid

one hour meal break and two (2) fifteen minute rest breaks.

11.3 All officers assigned to the Detective Bureau hired prior to January 1, 2012 are to be
scheduled to work eighty (80) hours a pay period. All officers assigned to the Detective Bureau
hired after January 1, 2012 are to be scheduled to work eighty (84} hours a pay period to
coincide with Article 11.2. These hours are to be set by the Chief of Police in accordance with
regularly accepted police standards. Assignment to the Detective Bureau Is a lateral assignment

made by the Chief of Police.

All officers assigned as a School Resource Officer (S.R.0.) hired prior to January 1, 2012 are to
be scheduled to work eighty (80} hours a pay period. All officers assigned as a School Resource
Officer (S.R.0.) hired after January 1, 2012 are to be scheduled to work eighty {(84) hours a pay
period to coincide with Article 11.2. These hours are to be set by the Chief of Police in
accordance with regularly accepted police standards. Assignment as a School Resource Officer

is a latera! assignment made by the Chief of Police.

11.4 If a vacancy occurs because of sickness, vacation or absence of an officer, or if additional
officers are needed, the vacancy shall be filled after recommendations of the Chief of Police

15



and the approval of the Director of Public Safety. The Borough agrees to give thirty-six (36)

hours’ notice for a schedule change if a shift needs to be switched or covered.

11.5 All officers covered under this agreement shall receive overtime pay for call back duty or
extended tours of duty hours worked above and beyond the assigned working scheduled as so
proclaimed by the Chief of Police during any declared emergency. A overtime hours in any
given period of fourteen (14) consecutive days, beginning on Friday and extending to and
including the second following Thursday, shall be paid at the rate of time and one-half with
such payment being made in the following regular pay. Overtime shali be calculated and paid

on a bi-weekly basis.
11.6 All personnel in the bargaining unit shall receive normal pay for any approved absences.

11.7 All fuil-time police officers who are called in for non-scheduled work will be guaranteed a

minimum of three {3) hours work.

11.8 In the event of illness or absence, a police officer shall notify the Borough authorities at
least two (2} hours before his scheduled reporting time. If the duration of the illness is not
known, daily call-in for illness will be required. A doctor’s certificate will be required after three

(3} consecutive days absence.

11.9 A full-time officer, off duty, who must appear in Court on Borough Business shall receive
overtime at the rate of time-and one-half and be guaranteed a minimum of three (3) hours for
court. Such pay shall be calculated in the following manner: The officer shall start receiving pay
by signing in, this to be no more than one-half (1/2} hour prior to scheduled court starting time.
He shall continue to receive overtime pay during all recesses and shall sign out at the

conclusion of all his related cases and also will sign out for lunch or for personal time spent.

11,10 A full-time officer will have first option to work any unscheduled overtime on the basis of
sergeant for sergeant, and patrolman for patrolman. Special officers or part-time patrolman can

be utilized when the full-time officers do not accept the offer to work overtime.

11.11 Comp Time may be accumulated pursuant to FLSA. Utilization is subject to the Chief’s

approval. Any and all scheduled or unscheduled call in for duty such as but not limited to in-

16



service schools, departmental training, special events, meetings, etc, or where compensatory
time is being offered by the chief of Police shall be at the discretlon of the officer. The officer
shall have the right to request overtime pay or compensatory time for the above listed items
and compensatory time shall follow the guidelines of the Fair Labor Standards Act. Comp time
shall be paid out at retirement at the rate the employee earned the comp time. Employees that
are receiving comp time upon retirement shall receive a payment up to a 3 year period. Comp
time may be only taken if it does not create overtime. Once reached maximum first time used

shall be older time first.

11.12 The contract shall provide comp time of 104 hours annually. Employees hired after
January 1, 2012 shall not receive the 204 hours and It should be recognized that their pay scale
is based on an eighty-four {84) hour pay period. This comp time shall not be approved if it will
create overtime. However, once approved, it will not be cancelled because someone else on
the shift is absent. Comp time requests will not be unreasonably denied. No employee may
accumulate more than 240 hours of compensatory time. Employees who have more than 240

hours currently shall be grandfathered. Any time above 480 must be paid under FLSA.

11.13  One hour of comp time will be given for each 12-hour shift on official and documented

FTO training provided the Officer is FTO certified.
11.14 Al sergeants are to be compensated with comp time for monthly staff meetings.

11.15  Officers working outside employment where payment is made to the Borough by

outside contractors and the Borough making payment to the officers will be:

A. $85.00 per hour with a four (4) hour minimum for third-party work with $100.00 per hour
for emergency requests, holidays and Sundays. Commencing January 1, 2025, the rate for third
party work shall be $90 per hour with four (4) hour minimum and $110 per hour for emergency
requests, holidays and weekends. Outside contractors may cancel within a twelve (12) hour
period subject to a four {4) hour minimum payment at outside work rate. The rate for non-
profits and schoals shall be $60.00 per hour with a two (2) hour minimum. Commencing
January 1, 2025, the rate for non-profits and schools shali be $70 per hour with a two (2) hour

minimum.

17



ARTICLE 12

—— SALARIES

rl * Kl - "
FFFECTIVE DAYES: January 3, 2024 1heough Drearnber B, 2027

polle Dffcare bled prlor to D100 L ksl rorkundar tha ellawtmysary Gubdo:

WINCREASE:  DASE BEFONE 0 lIhs ADDEG 4 IHCNEASE; 45 HCEASE:
¢ 5% ADDEDHOIDAY  FORHOLIDAY: 2024 2.00M4 05 b.owk 2026
2023 2024, w4 Jugeteanth HuolBata 026 HaslDnse 2008 Mmolbase
PFTIMFL g5581.86 265478 19,192.94 b: 1R D3,515.85 2907 20256107 888 105,697.80
PR oIA03 2,600 100,107.60 8503 100,49253 04T 201SOT.00 510521 10581231
MiMP $5,102.35 . 272010 101,92545 PaLOE 102,871.51 050,88 105891m 210192 10855528
mMr’ 10009802  2,75264 10z,840.66 B35 57 203,244.23 o978y 10584186 MOD2S 30958101
$GT1 108,547.9x  2,00057 10045049 A17.32 108,4G7.61 PIEEDI 21719553 230401 11SASZEN
ar2 10052100 2P0 109,430.87 42090 10901483 ANEAG 31316747 8395,01 110,562.50
are o0 46549  7,802.80 niA4sl 41065 113,87844 paS6OL 115,908 R4STO0  A10630.24
sar4 20943861 BODASE 112,440.07 49249 ULN0EE 830642 11630708 40301 £19,755.10
L] L]
salics Gfficors hiced sfior 000172011 shallvorkundar tha felloveiey .._.qam.__._s
[ HHICAEASES  DMSEDEFORE alas AvDED # tHCNEASE: W IHCNEASE;
2755 ADDEGHOMODAY  FORJDLIDAY: 014 2004 2028 2008 06
201 2014 024 Juarteanth Finsi Baza 2008 Final®nte 2036 Hralbase

ACADEMY AYJEHDAHCE AT00000 315500 43,155.00 isias 43,233,00 128900 61047 102007 45550.84
ACADEMY GAAD/FTO SATARY 4650000  3,27005 Lyl L] X15.08 AT 8507 143984 4335008 U7 50445
FTO TAMNING COMPL/DAL OF YR 1 53,00000 * IA57.50 24,4%7.50 19948 5455698 163911 56,29869 168800 57,905.5%
YEMZ ST,50000 158135 B9,081,15 21041 §9,291.46 wen 6107659 163140 4230889
YEAR B S2800.00  1,705.00 §5,705.00 il $9,910,33 191015 B5,056.50 1EI0 610
YEARA S5500.00  1,020.78 GO920.75 5028 8,579.04 205787 F0,£54.41 2119,09 TLV5550
YIARS 75,00000 105250 72,0520 A3 A 219458 7541692 226245 T780.0%
YEALS 75,500.00 2,076.28 1757628 28449 T4 233,00 0,195 2405.89 B2§02.11
YEANT 80,00040  2,200.00 £2,200.00 R L #2500 247500 B4,970.1% 24920 6752541
YIARD &4,50000 292373 95,023.78 1804 prALIE. ] 614,25 8973804 269168 9244872
YEARD A9,000.00 244750 DIAGTSD BI40? 9),78247 FISVAT $4,535.55 noma.e- 87,922.03
YEAR 30 $3,50000 257135 no..nq__.uh B5L9L pEATAE 280263 5,815.08 297948 10225533
YO A1 PLO0000 284000 §2,64000 BE192 $9,605.92 107004 10157036 P05 105030.50
YEARSZ pRODIND 169500 108,695.00 26005 103,063,85 8303192 10409576 B12207 107, 218.63
YEA 1S 102,500.00 281075 105,310.75 nasra 105,704,539 ML 20BADSGT B166,37 11314154

timant (o the Beraugh f Primysa raquired for new hires, Bonuserara o b pildto smployans Mradafter Octaliar 1, 2013,
«dlor naw hlres, Bonuser nsa to b pald lo xrmployaas Mrad sfier Ociober 3, 3623,

HOTE 3 phus §1008 Sigi-vy I @-year
JeoTa 2 plux §4c00 Slgnup Banugend w 8yant commilmant to bhe Beraurgh of Palimpra reqult

T | 'l

PR A 2ul,
Fhad ey Gulan

Palicn Offfcars hired afver 0/03 /1011 and promolted to Serg

Yoar 05 £03,500.00 284525 106,845,25 BEYSS 10673580 B20207 20999787  B208.14 J19,280,01

Yaurs’ JONS500.00 290425 196,402, 5 BS7.07 106,790.92 mises 11206277 PI6LE7 115424.14

Ymrie 07,50000 2395615 MOA%6 28 404,60 110,860.0% AMSAE 1438668 BYIS60 117,65228

Yaurils . j09%00.00  BOLLIS 1251035 1018 uzsnIM N7 11651108 240033 119,00040

Yarrao 11150000 POSGIS 11438828 AIDES 11488551 958 11043543 PESIOS 121,90058
Wt

18

KIEAEASE:
3006
b7

1624
2,19057
3,250
3,70595

g A6493
949607
256071
939265

% IHCATASE
2,004
Flr

31953
181822
1,05087
14002
203497
210267
233096
FAMS
2615718
3mde
8
()
219091
221550
BA426

LA
345072
25097
B354.00
E55.08

2027

Fnal basa

206,807,014
205,810,608
FIER L)
1128116

A16,96257
£20,05057
12225098
1294078

2027
Fool Usta

47,92957 HOTE
$2,40007 HOTER
59,7256
84,795.00
£9,86%.16
AT
£0,00817
25,010.17
$B15134
%2120
100,293.19
10585412
200,103.41
2104519
118,508.20

310,5693.09
ETEXT LY
121,140.65
12989443
425,640.20



12.1 all officers assigned to detective shall receive a prorated stipend of $2,450 to be added to
the salary.

12.2 Officers working in a higher Job classification shall receive the flat hourly rate stipend as
stated in the chart below. This flat hourly stipend is payable from the first day working in said
higher job classification. Any promotion of an officer eligible for longevity increases will be at
the level of longevity that the officer has at the time of promotion. Computed salaries included
longevity that the officer has at the time of promotion. Computed salaries included longevity
and holiday pay.

CONTRACT YEAR | DAY WORK NIGHT WORK DAY WORK OT NIGHT WORK OT

2024-2027 $4.39 54.61 $6.58 $6.92

12.3 All employees who are certified EMT’s shall receive $500.00 per year payable thirty (30)

days after adoption of the budget.
12.4 Pay checks will be available on Thursday no later than 16:30 hours.

12.5 Officers hired after January 1, 2011 who are promoted to Sergeant shall be compensated

at the levels listed in the Salary Schedule which are Years 0-5, Year 5, Year 10, Year 15, and Year

20,

12.6 The Borough shall issue one paycheck to include all wages earned due to the officer, i.e.
side work, Any compensation due an officer outside of salary and wages is to be issued in a

separate check.

12.7 For other specialized training, the Borough will pay a $500 stipend for the following
certifications but no more than 1 stipend per Officer will be paid:

Drug Recognition Expert (DRE)
Hostage Negotiator
Accident Reconstructionist

Firearms Instructor
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12.8 A foreign language translator designated by the head of the Department as an official
translator for the Department shall receive $1,000 per year stipend. A Court interpreter shall
certify that the translator shows a mastery of foreign language.
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ARTICLE 13
HOLIDAYS, HOLIDAY PAY AND LONGEVITY

13.1 The following holidays shall be recognized by the Borough:

New Year's Day

Martin Luther King’s Birthday
Washington’s Birthday
Good Friday

Memorial Day

Juneteenth Day

July 4™

Labor Day

Columbus Day

Veterans Day

Thanksgiving Day

Day after Thanksgiving
One-half day Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

One-half day New Year's Eve

13.2 Holiday pay shall be paid and included in the salaries of each officer.
13.3 Holiday pay will not be paid to any officer on a leave of absence without pay or who is on

suspended status.

13.4 Longevity will be paid at the following levels for employees hired prior to January 1, 2011
as reflected in the 4 step salary guide.

FIVE YEARS 3.5%

TEN YEARS 4.5%

FIFTEEN YEARS 6.5%

TWENTY YEARS 7.5%

Longevity pay will be included in the salary of the member and paid as part of the salary.
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ARTICLE 14

SICK LEAVE

14.1 Any employee hired shall receive an accrued sick time based on 108 hours in the first year
of employment pro-rata, After the completion of the first year a total of 108 hours of sick time
per year which shall accrue in each year, less if any used during the year earned. This applies

to officers whether hired before or after lanuary 1, 2021,

14.2 Employees hired during first year of employment shall be entitled to nine (9} sick days pro

rata. Effective January 1, 2021, all employees within the bargaining unit shall receive nine {9}

sick days (108 hours),

14.3 Upon eligibility for police and fire pension benefits, for either service or disability reasons,
unused accumulated sick days shall be paid at 60% of the officer’s final salary value, not to
exceed a total payment of $15,000.00. Such payment shall be made upon the officer’s actual

retirement pursuant to the police and fire pension plan.
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ARTICLE 15

PERSONAL TIME

15.1 Members of the PPA shall receive thirty-six {36) hours per calendar year. Officers must
notify the Chief and/or his designee a minimum of two (2) hours prior to the start of his/her

shift the officer desires a personal time leave and approval must be given in accordance with

the past practice.
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ARTICLE 16
VACATIONS
16.1 Permanent officers shall be granted vacation leave as follows:
1. Start to first year anniversary — six (6) hours per month-limit thirty six (36) hours.
2. After one full year of employment — sixty (60) hours,
3. After two full years of employment — one hundred and eight (108) hours.
4. After six full years of employment — one hundred and fifty six (156} hours.
5. After fourteen full years of employment — two hundred and twenty eight (228) hours.
6. Employees hired after January 1, 2011 shall receive under the followed schedule:
0-12 months — 60 hours earned 5 hours per month
After 1 year of service — 60 hours earned
After 2 years of service — 84 hours earned
After 4 years of service — 96 hours earned
After 6 years of service — 120 hours earned

After 7 years of service — 132 hours earned and 12 hours added in each subsequent yearto a

maximum of 228 hours.

16.2 In the event an officer desires to forgo a vacatlon or part thereof, and wishes to serve a
duty during that period, he is glven the right to do so, however, notification of his desire to
work during the vacation must be approved by the Chief of Police, and said approval will only

be considered if an emergency state arises, threatening the safety of the borough.

16.3 The scheduling of vacations shall be determined by the Chief so that there will be
approptiate police coverage for the municipality at all times, Vacation pay will be computed

based on the annual salary of the officer. Vacation time for all officers will be scheduled and

taken within the anniversary year it Is earned.

16.4 In the event an officer terminates employment before the end of any calendar year, the

total of the officer’s vacation pay hereunder shall be paid on a pro rata basis.
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ARTICLE 17

MILEAGE

17.1 Mileage for Borough business shall be reimbursed at the IRS rate for the authorized use
of a personal vehicle when no Borough vehicle is available and with the prior approval of the
Chief of Police or his designee.
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ARTICLE 18
SENIORITY

19.1  Seniority is defined as the length of an officer's accumulated, continuous, permanent
employment with the Borough. Seniority shall be the only determining factor in computing

vacation time and longevity. Seniority Salary shall be determined hy the length of time in each
pay grade.

19.2 The employer reserves the right to have a new hire lateral employee to place said
employee in the salary guide as the employer deems necessary or reasonable and including any

other considerations the employer deems reasonable. However, the seniority Issue in respect

to [ayoff, vacation pick, and all other seniority based benefits to be of employees hire date in

the Borough of Palmyra.
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ARTICLE 19

SHIFT DIFFERENTIAL

19.1 Shift differential should be paid in the period that is earned to all officers in the bargaining
unit at the rate of 5%. Shift differential pay shall be paid for approved time worked between

the hours of 1800 and 0600 or any part thereof for scheduled work hours.
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ARTICLE 20
EDUCATION

20.1 The Borough will excuse from duty any officers who are taking continuing education
courses from a certified accredited college which is recognized by the State of New Jersey. All
courses will be police related in nature and shall be approved as such by the chief of Police. The
Chief of Police will be notified of the request for financial compensation as soon as feasible
prior to the semester and proceeding taking the courses to allow for budgeting process. Police
related in the terms of this Agreement shall consist of any course required for a degree in the
field of Police Science, Police or Public Administration, Language (other than English),
Computer, Forensic Science or Law Enforcement, Employees are limited to one (1) course per
term of the school year for the college attended. Employees hired after January 1, 2011 shall he
eligible and limited to up to two courses per year. No more than $8,000.00 wili be spent under
the provision of this Agreement for college courses only and training which leads to payment of

stipend. Mandated training Is not included in the $8,000.00 figure.

20.2 Upon the completion of the approved courses the officer will be reimbursed 100% of the
basic tuition and college assessed fees, together with 100% for the cost of textbooks, providing
the officer has maintained a passing grade. The employee agrees and acknowledges that if
utilizing this program they are subject to continue employment for a period of two {2) years
after the completion of the semester the credits were earned in and compensated for. This
program Is for employees with twenty (20) or less years of service for officers hired prior to
2011 who have a minimum of two years of employment with the Borough and for employees
with twenty five (25) or less years of service for officers hired after January 1, 2011 who have a
minimum of two years of employment with the Borough. It is further understood that if an
employee leaves prior to the two years commitment all tuition and fees associated with this
education benefit shall be reimbursed in one lump sum payment and/or deducted from
compensation due to the employee upon separation. This paragraph does not apply to an
individual employee who is leaving on disability pension as approved by PFRS. Professional
Training courses include any training approved by the Chief of Police or his designee that is

offered at any police academy be it County, State, or Federal government, and may include
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private training courses relative to the enhanced education or skills for better performance as

members of the police department.

20,3 A. The Borough agrees to pay ten dollars ($10.00) per credit to any police officer who has
gained credit for approved college courses, with the provision that no credits will be considered
for payment achieved prior to the officer’s date of hire by the borough. The Borough will make
one $10.00 payment for each approved credit and all parties agree that payment for credit are

not to accrue in any fashion or carry through any future year.

B. Payment will be paid in the month of January of the following year after certification of

the credits are made to the Director of Public Safety in writing.

20.4 If an employee is exercising the provisions of this article, he shall use compensatory time
for classes and the Chief of Police will reserve the right to assign someone from the detective

bureau to perform the task for the period of time the employee is attending class.

29



ARTICLE 21

PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS

21.1 The Borough shall, upon request of an officer, make a prescribed payroll deduction from

an officer’s salary to two (2) designees: A. PALMYRA POLICE ASSOCIATICN. B. Any bank.

21.2 The following format shall be used when requesting a payroll deduction and must be

signed by the requesting officer: A. i, (name} hereby authorize the
Borough of Palmyra to deduct from my regular salary (amount) . This amount shall
be forwarded from the Borough of Palmyra in my name to ({designee)

effective (start) and terminating

on {end) .

(officer’s signature)
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ARTICLE 22

HEALTH AND WELFARE BENEFITS

22.1 The Borough agrees to provide the following Health and Welfare benefits as stated.

22.2 The Borough will indentify and save harmless members of the PPA {regular officers) from

civil iability for false arrest.

22.3 Whenever an officer of the Palmyra Police Department is a defendant in any action or
legal proceeding arising out of or directly related to the lawful exercise of police powers in the
furtherance of his official duties, the Borough Council shall provide him with necessary means
for the defense of such action or proceeding but not for his defense in a disciplinary proceeding
instituted against him/her by the Borough Council or Police Chief or in a criminal proceeding
instituted as a result of a complaint on behalf of the Borough. If any such disciplinary or criminal
proceeding instituted by or on a complaint of the municipality shall be dismissed or finally
determined in favor of the officer, he shall be reimbursed for the expense of the defense, The
officer may select his own attorney but the Borough may limit his/her hourly rate to that of

Town Solicitor.

22.4 The Borough shall contribute for each officer to the Police and Firemen’s Pension System

as required by law.

22.5 The Borough shall make payment and provide each retired officer and his/her spouse with
benefits substantially the same or better than the State Health Benefits Plan. The spouse’s
benefits end at the age of Medicare eligibility. The Palmyra Police Association and Borough of
Palmyra agree that eligible retirees will pay State Health Benefits Program co-pays and other
fees at the same rate as current, active employees, as set by the State Health Benefit Program.
While State Health Benefits Program plans may change, or be added or deleted, active
employees and retirees are only eligible for offered plans. The Borough additionally agrees to
stay in the State Health Benefits Program. Provided however, that a member who was qualified
for retirement under a State administered pension program with twenty-five (25) years of
sarvice or more and who has elected not to retire, who is still in the employment of the

31



Palmyra Police Department at the time of his death, his or her spouse shall be entitled to the
same benefits as if the member had retired prior to his or her death. Employees hired after
January 1, 2011 will be required to have 25 years of service in PFRS and a minimum of 20 years

of service in the Borough of Palmyra in order to receive health benefits,

22.6 The Borough shall provide a fuliy paid $30,000.00 Group Life Insurance Policy to ali

officers.

22.7 In the event that an officer wears safety eyeglasses or contact lenses prescribed by an
Ophthalmologist or Optometrist, the Borough agrees to repair, replace or reimburse without
cost to the officer any such appliance damaged in the line of duty. This provision shall not apply
to non-prescription sunglasses. Safety eyeglasses or contact lenses prescribed by an
Ophthalmologist or Optometrist will be supplied on the basis of one (1) pair per calendar year

by the Borough. The Borough shall pay for one (1) eye examination each calendar year.

22.8 The Borough shall provide at no cost to any officer Bollinger Dental Policy #5D2589 (with
orthodontics to $1,000.00} or plans which are equivalent or better in levels of benefits to those

provided under the above plans.

22.9 The borough shall provide the State Health Benefit Plan and Prescription Plan. The
Borough shall establish a Section 125 account allowing the employees to make this contribution

with pre-tax dollars. Health insurance co-pays shall be pursuant to PL 2011 Chapter 78.

22,10 It is expressly agreed and understood by and between the parties that the Borough
retains the right to change insurance carriers {i.e. opt out of State Health Benefit Plan) for all
insurance benefits provided to officers under this Agreement se long as the new plan provides

substantially similar or better benefits.

22.11 {a) In the event that a member of the PPA comes under investigation by any agency
other that the Palmyra Police Department, and this investigation requires the seizing of
confiscation of the member’s duty weapon, but does not yet involve criminal, administrative or
other charges against the member, then the member will receive his full pay and benefits,
including payments into the police and fire pension system, as per contract, during the

investigation,
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{b) Additionally, the member may be permitted to work administrative and/or transitional
duty detail, if such duty is availabie for the member. Determination of the avallability of the
light duty detall administrative and/or transitional for the member in question shall be made by
the Chief of Police, with the advice and consent of the Mayor and Council.

() The member may use his or her vacation time and sick time in lieu of the light duty

detail, or if the light duty detail is not avallable to the member.

22.12 An officer who retires on an approved disability pension for a work related injury or
illness will be entitled to Health Benefits as if the officer had retired with twenty five years of
service. The Borough will provide benefits substantially the same or better than the State
Health Benefits in accordance with paragraph 22.5. The officer will be responsible for costs

subject to Chapter 78.
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ARTICLE 23

CLOTHING AND MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE

23.1 It is recognized that the officers in this bargaining unit are required toc wear a uniform in
accordance with the department rules and regulations and that detectives are non-uniformed
but are required to wear plain clothes while in the performance of their duties. Accordingly, it is
agreed that each officer Is entitled to purchase new uniforms for each contract year. This
allowance is to be made available to cover officers beginning January 1% of each year. The
Borough shall make payment directly to the uniform or equipment vendor after receiving the
invoice and a properly completed voucher. Members are also entitled to a $300.00 one time
uniform allowance subsequent to promotions. Detectives who are unable to buy required
clothing or equipment through vouchers will be reimbursed within 45 days of submitting the
receipts with a voucher to the Chief of Police for approval by the Borough. The uniform benefit
shall be $1,200.00, still subject to contractual voucher requirements. Sunglasses to be included
in $1,200.00 allowance as long as ballistic eyewear.

23.2  Ali Departmental Issued uniforms or equipment damaged while on duty are to be
replaced without delay by the department and not to be deducted from any uniform allowance
or maintenance account.

23.3 Initial issue equipment to be provided by the department to all new hired officers. See
attached list.

23.4 New hired equipment and uniform initial use:

All uniforms issued will be in accordance with the ﬁ_mcmn_dmn.ﬂ policy covering uniforms

Class “A” Uniform

Three (3) long sleeve shirts

Three (3) short sleeve shirts

Three {(3) pairs of pants (with Stripe)
One (1) crushed patrol hat

Two (2) ties

Class “B” Uniform
One {1} long sleeve shirt (BDU style)
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One (1) short sleeve shirt (BDU style)
One (1) pair of pants with stripe (BDU style)
One (1) baseball hat with department patch

Leather Gear

One (1) duty belt

One (1) cross strap, keepers and break a ways
One (1) garrison belt {under belt)

One (1)duty holster

One (1) expandable baton case

One (1) ammunition pouch

One (1) chemical agent pouch

Six {6) helt keepers

Coats

One (1) winter coat
One (1) light weight jacket (spring/fall}
One {1) Raincoat

Shoes

One (1) pair dress shoes
One (1) pair of duty boots (officers choice up to $150.00)

Miscellaneous

One (1) shirt badge with number
One (1) hat badge

One (1) ID wallet / Badge and ID Card
One (1) engraved name tag

Two (2) department tie pins

One (1) pair of handcuffs

One (1) expandable haton

One (1) Canister chemical agent
One (1) soft body armor vest
One (1) traffic vest

One (1) flashlight
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23.5 Twenty-five {25% percent of allowance will be made avalilable to each officer on January
1t and 25% of allowance on April 1% if the annual Municipal Budget is not adopted by Borough

Council. When the budget is adopted the rest of allowance will be available.
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ARTICLE 24
BEREAVEMENT LEAVE

24.1 If a death occurs to an employee’s spouse, civil union domestic partner, child or stepchild
the employee will be excused from work for ten (10) calendar days starting on the day of the

death.

24.2 if the death occurs to a member of an employee’s immediate family the employee will be

excused from work for five (5) calendar days starting with the date of death.

24.3 If a death occurs to other members of an employee’s family the employee will be excused

from work one {1) calendar day of the funeral.

24.4 An officer requesting bereavement leave will be required to supply the department

administration with a copy of the funeral home death notice which shall include all burial

arrangements.

24.5 Definitions:

a. The phrase "member” of an employee’s immediate family” shall mean mother, father,
stepparent, brother, sister, stepbrother, stepsister, parent-in-law, grandparent and
grandchildren.

b. The phrase “other member of an employee’s family” shall mean aunt, uncle, nephew,

niece, cousin and all other “in-law” relationship.
fl
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ARTICLE 25
DEFINITION OF TERMS

25.1 As stated herein the Borough shall also mean the Borough of Palmyra and all members of
management not included in the Palmyra Police Association / FOP. As stated herein the
Borough shall also mean the Borough of Palmyra and all members of Borough and Police

Department managetment not included in the Police Association/FOP as referenced to in the

Agreement.

25.2 Regular officer shall mean an officer, full-time officer or patrolman, sergeant, detectives

and members of the Palmyra Police Association (PPA)
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ARTICLE 26
LEGAL APPLICATION

26.1 Either party to this agreement may seek legal relief or enforcement of the provisions

herein at their expense.

26.2 In the event that any provision of this Agreement by and between the parties shall be held
by operation of law or by a court or administrative agency of competent and final jurisdiction to
be invalid or un-enforceable , the remalnder of the provisions of such Agreement shall not be

affected thereby, but shall be continued In full force and effect.
26.3 |t is further agreed that, in the event any provision are finally declared to be invalid, or un-

enforceable, the parties shall meet within thirty (30) days of written notice by either party to

the other to negotiate concerning the modification or revision of such clause, or clauses.
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ARTICLE 27
EXISTING BENEFITS AND CONTRACT

27.1 All existing Borough ordinances pertaining to mandatory negotiable terms and conditions
of employment for members of the bargaining unit will not be changed.

Police vehicles are not permitted to be taken home for commuting purposes and may only
be taken home for specific assignments of a limited duration with the specific written approval

of the Chief of Police and/or his designee,
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ARTICLE 28
CONTRACT PERIOD

28.1 This Agreement shall be effective January 1, 2024. It shall be binding upon the Borough
and the PPA until December 31, 2027 and thereafter, from year to year, unless either party
hereto shall notify the other, in writing, at least six (6) months prior to the expiration of the
term or any extended term of the Agreement of a desire to make a change in the Agreement or

re-negotiate a new contract.

28.2 If either party gives notice to the other pursuant to Section 26.1, then within ten (10} days
from the service of said notice, representatives of the Borough and the PPA shall meet and

begin discussions and negotiations.
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ARTICLE 29
RETIREES

29.1 Any officer who is qualified for retirement under a State administered pension program
with 25 years of service shall continue to receive those benefits as provided for in the contract
year of retirement and shall not be affected by any future additions and/or alterations in any

contract negotiated between the Palmyra Police Assaciation / FOP Lodge#i2 and the Borough of

Palmyra.

29.2 Administrative and/or transitional employees who retire after the signing of this
Agreement may not change their insurance status {single to family) or increase the level of

coverage except at their own expense.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed under their

hands and seals.

FOR BOROUGH OF PALMYRA
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE:

FOR PALMYRA POLICE ASSOCIATION: &.&E&I\mﬁ e, o

Sgt. 4_32?\ Ledsner — PPA President %_0 .oo

[F. \&% g %\ﬁ

Morthew MareSco  “—PPEVice vqmmami

Dated; \“\Q.\NQNN

42




RUDERMAN & ROTH, LLC

COUNSELLORS AT LAW
150 Motrris Avenue, Suite 303 ¢ Springfield, New Jersey 07081
TEL 973.258.1288 ¢ FAX 973.258.1171

MARK S. RUDERMAN, ESQ.
Senior Pariner
New Jersey — New York

October 25, 2023

Via email estraub@fopnijlc.org

Eric W. Straub, Staff Representative
FOP Labor Council

108 West State Street

Trenton, NJ 08608

Re: Borough of Palmyra and FOP Lodge #2
Dear Eric:

Enclosed please find the proposed Agreement with the changes you suggested listed
below in bold type.

Axticle 11 — Hours of Work and Overtime (page 17)

Paragraph 11.12 has been amended as follows:

11.12 The contract shall provide comp time of 104 hours annually. Employees hired after January
1, 2012 shall not receive the 104 hours and it should be recognized that their pay scale is based on
an eighty-four (84) hour pay period. This comp time shall not be approved if it will create
overtime. However, once approved, it will not be cancelled because someone else on the shift is
absent. Comp time requests will not be unreasonably denied. No employee may accumulate more
than 240 hours of compensatory time. Employees who have more than 240 hours currently shall
be grandfathered. Any time above 480 must be paid under FLSA.



Article 12 — Salaries (page 19)

Paragraph 12.2 has been amended as follows:

12.2 Officers working in a higher job classification shall receive the flat hourly rate stipend as
stated in the chart below. This flat ro:_ ly m:tmna is payable from the w:.ﬂ day working in said
higher job classification. Fhe-h
samerate-ns-thesalaries: Any promotion of an officer eligible for _c_._moiq increases will be at
the level of longevity that the officer has at the time of promotion. Computed salaries included
longevity that the officer has at the time of promotion. Computed salaries included longevity and

holiday pay.

Paragraph 12.5 has been amended as follows:

12.5 Ommooa rzoa mmm_ umu:m&\ 1, wo: s&o are EoEoSﬂ_ to mﬁ.mmma m:m: co ooSvasmmﬁn_ at

mwrw.i«o_. gﬁoﬁigmmc.u. Emmm.@,ﬁﬁéiﬁ_ﬁwﬁ%%?%@
levels listed in the Salary Schedule which are Years 0-5, Year 5, Year 10, Year 15, and Year

20.

Please arrange for Union signature.
Sincerely,
RUDERMAN & ROTH, LL.C

Wik Q DRuderman

Mark S. Ruderman
mruderman@rrlaborlaw.com

MSR:ig
Enc.
ce: John Gural (via email)



