
















AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF AN ARREST WARRANT  

LAKEWOOD PD CASE # 25-026008  

STATE VS. MOSHE EHRLICH  

2ND DEGREE ENDANGERING THE WELFARE OF A CHILD  

  

The following will detail the factual basis for criminal charges regarding the joint investigative 

actions of the Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office, the Lakewood Police Department, the Ocean 

County Sheriff’s Department, and the Ocean County Medical Examiner into the death of 

. Any mention of investigative findings and statements taken should be 

considered abridged summaries, shortened for the necessity of brevity.  

 

On March 18th, 2025, at approximately 1346 hours I, Officer Ganley was approached by 

Sergeant Kearns within the detective bureau. Sergeant Kearns informed me that I would be 

responding to Monmouth Medical Center Southern Campus in reference to a child who was left 

in a vehicle.  At the time of our conversation, there was no other information available about the 

condition of the child. As I arrived at Monmouth Medical Center Southern Campus, I observed a 

Hatzolah ambulance arrive.  I also observed several members of Hatzolah performing 

Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) while entering the hospital.    

 

At 12 5th Street, patrol units located a vehicle that was identified as being involved in this 

incident, specifically the car that the child was recovered from. The car was parked on the street 

in front of 14 5th Street, Lakewood, NJ. The vehicle, a Toyota Sienna bearing NJ registration 

 was secured by Lakewood Police Officers pending application of a search warrant. The 

registered owner of the vehicle was identified as Yeruchem Ehrlich of  

. It should be noted that Detective Joseph Mitchell (OCPO MCU) responded to Monmouth 

Medical Center Southern Campus to assist me with the investigation. Detective Mitchell and I 

met with the parents of the child, Yeruchem Ehrlich and Faiga Ehrlich as well as their attorney, 

Yosef Jacobowitz. While Detective Mitchell and I were at the hospital, the child was pronounced 

deceased at 1440 hrs by Dr. Zipagan. Det. Mitchell informed me that Jacobowitz asked him if it 

would be possible for the parents to admit that the child was left in the car and that caused the 

death in order to facilitate a "virtual" autopsy in a more expedited fashion.    

 

Detective Bromley of the Ocean County Prosecutors office notified SAP Mara Brater and 

relayed the pertinent facts of the investigation that had been learned thus far. Utilizing the 

CourtSmart recording application through the Ocean County Radio Room, a telephonic search 

warrant was requested for the involved vehicle as well as Moshe Ehrlich's cellular phone (By 

OCPO). The Honorable Kenneth Palmer approved the search warrant at 1520 hours. Detective 

Cirz of the Ocean County Sheriff's Office responded to the scene in order to process the vehicle. 

At the time of reading (1545 hrs.), the outside temperature was determined to be 67.8 degrees 

and the ambient temperature inside the vehicle was determined to be 96.2 degrees. The vehicle 

was towed to the Ocean County Sheriff's Office for a search warrant execution.    

   

While at Monmouth Medical Southern Campus, we asked the parents if they would voluntarily 

come to the Lakewood Police Department to participate in a statement.  I responded to the 

Lakewood Police Department in order to take statements from Mr. And Mrs. Ehrlich. Mr. 

Jacobowitz (Attorney) was present for both interviews. Detective Bromley and I first conducted 



a statement of Faiga Ehrlich. During the statement, Mrs. Ehrlich said that on this day, her 

husband was responsible for dropping off 4 of their 6 children. She said that he is normally only 

responsible for 3 children, including the decedent. On this day, their 6-year-old child missed the 

bus, so Moshe was tasked with taking their 6-year-old to school as well. She said that she left for 

work at 9:30 am, and she received a call from Moshe saying that he had forgotten the decedent's 

milk at home and had to go back to retrieve it. She said that she last spoke to Moshe via phone 

before he returned home to get the decedent's milk and other supplies. She said that she assumed 

that Moshe would drop the decedent at his babysitters at  at approximately 1100 am. 

Mrs. Ehrlich said that she received a text message from the babysitter, Esther Kitay, at 

approximately 12:18 pm complaining that the decedent was late to be dropped off. She said that 

she did not see the message until approximately 1:30 pm. She said that when she got the 

message, she called Moshe but he did not answer his phone. She said that she then called the 

emergency line at Moshe's school where he was praying to make contact with him. She said that 

she again spoke to Moshe after the decedent was being transported to the hospital and said that 

they both just agreed to "pray." She indicated that the decedent was in good health and last went 

to the doctor on Sunday, where he was given a clean bill of health. Mrs. Ehrlich and Mr. 

Yacobowitz consented to us viewing and photographing Mrs. Ehrlich's cellular phone to 

document the phone calls and texts in reference to this incident. Mrs. Ehrlich signed an Ocean 

County Prosecutor's Office Digital Evidence Consent to Search Form. We confirmed the text 

received from the babysitter and the subsequent phone calls within Mrs. Ehrlich's cell phone. 

The photos taken of her phone were added to evidence.com under the Lakewood PD case 

number by Detective Bromley.    

 

After speaking to Mrs. Ehrlich, we conducted a recorded statement with Moshe Ehrlich. Mr. 

Jacobowitz was present for the statement, acting as Ehrlich's attorney. Before asking Ehrlich any 

case related questions, Detective Bromley read him his Miranda Rights from a Lakewood PD 

Miranda Rights Form. Mr. Ehrlich indicated that he understood his rights and agreed to provide a 

statement with his attorney present. Mr. Ehrlich said that on this day, he left his house initially at 

8:30 am to pray, returning at 9:20 am. He said that when he returned home, he got his 4 and 2-

year-old dressed and got the children (6, 4, 2 and decedent) into the van. He said that because he 

had to drop his 6-year-old off at school, he took the Toyota Sienna on this day, where he 

normally drives the families Toyota Camry. He said that normally he drops the decedent off at 

the babysitter first (located at ), but when he arrived at the babysitter's house, he 

realized that he left the decedent's milk at home. He said that he decided to drop the other 

children (6, 4, 2) off at their respective destinations before returning home to retrieve the items 

he forgot. He said that he successfully dropped the 6-year-old at school and the 4 and 2 year old 

off at their daycare. He said that he returned home, ran inside and retrieved the items that he 

needed before returning to his car. Mr. Ehrlich said that he then proceeded to his school (Beth 

Medresh Goroha), which is located on Princeton Ave between 6th and 7th Street, forgetting to 

drop the decedent off at the babysitter's house. He said that he parked on 5th Street, which is 

where he normally parks his car for school. Mr. Ehrlich estimated that he arrived to school at 

approximately 11 am. He said that at 1:30 pm, someone from the school notified him that he had 

a call on the emergency phone of the school, reserved for family members who need to reach 

students at the school in emergency situations. He said that before he got to the phone, a man 

who he believed was the decedent's babysitter's son approached him in the school and asked him, 

"where is your baby?" He said that he gathered his belongings and ran to his vehicle. He said that 



he got to the car, removed the decedent and called Hatzolah. He said that Hatzolah responded to 

the scene and transported the decedent to the hospital. Mr. Ehrlich detailed several methods he 

took to remember to drop the decedent off at the babysitter, including asking his wife to remind 

him to drop the child, and using his hat as a reminder, placing it in the passenger seat while he 

was driving. He said that this method failed to remind him that the decedent was in the back seat 

and needed to be dropped off.    

 

A virtual autopsy was performed at Monmouth Medical Center, Southern Campus at 1830 hours 

on March 18th, 2025.  It was then determined that a full post-mortem autopsy would take place 

on March 19th, 2025 at approximately 1000 hours at Community Medical Center.  I then 

responded and sat in on that autopsy on that date and time.    

 

After the full autopsy, Doctor Mazari stated that there did not appear to be any trauma to the 

descendant's body.  He also added that he would not be able to determine the cause of death until 

the cultures that he took can be tested.  I am currently waiting on those results.  At that time, we 

concluded the autopsy.    

 

Detective Bromley and I then responded to  to speak with Esther Kitay about the 

incident.  Ms. Kitay stated that she been caring for the descendant for approximately two 

months.  She went on to say that the descendant usually arrives around 1020 and 1030 hours 

each day.   She stated that on March 18th, 2025, she sent a text message to the descendant's 

mother stating that he never arrived.  Ms. Kitay stated that she then provided the emergency 

phone number at BMG to the descendant's mother. When she ended the call, she instructed her 

19-year-old son Zevi to run to the school and look for Mr. Ehrlich.  Her son then immediately 

ran to the school and located Mr. Ehlich, who then frantically ran to the car.  We asked Ms. 

Kitay if there was anything that she had to add about the situation. Ms. Kitay stated that the child 

always appeared to be well kept and not ill.  She added that the family is usually very attentive to 

their children.    

 

On March 19th, 2025, the abovementioned facts were presented to Supervising Assistant 

Prosecutor Mara Brater. SAP Brater approved the charge associated with complaint for Moshe 

Ehrlich: 2nd DEGREE ENDANGERING THE WELFARE OF A CHILD in violation of 

N.J.S.A. 2C:24-4A(2).  

  

  

Dated: March 19th, 2025                                                          s/ PTL. JOHN T. GANLEY #362  

                                                                                                    Patrolman John T. Ganley #362  

                                                                                                    Lakewood Police Department  
 




