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     July 5, 2023 

Ava V. opra+request-47299-e519exxx@xxxxxxxx.xxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
 

Re: OPRA Request No. 10396, “Turtle Back Zoo” 
 

Dear Ms Ava, 

The OPRA Office of Essex County received your Open Public Records Act (hereafter 

“OPRA”) request on July 3, 2023. The official Custodian of Records, George Seylaz, received 

your OPRA request on July 3, 2023 and therefore, the deadline for the County’s response to your 

request concludes on July 12, 2023. Your OPRA request sought access to the following: 

 “This is a request for public records made under OPRA and the common law 
right of access. Please acknowledge receipt of this message. 
 
 
 
Records requested: 
 
 
 
Please send the final and compiled bid tabulation (Bid Tally), including all 
quantities and unit pricing for each bidder, for Construct Conservation Pavilion 
@ Turtle Back Zoo that was submitted on 3/13/2020. 
 
 
 
Below is an example of the format we are looking for that the engineer usually 
creates at the completion of the bid: 
 
 
 

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL 
Hall of Records, Room 535, Newark, New Jersey 07102 

973.621.5003   ---   973.621.4599 (Fax) 
www.essexcountynj.org 

Joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. 
Essex County Executive 

 

Jerome M. St. John 
Essex County Counsel 
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|                                   |                                   | 
 
 
 
|         BIDDER 1         |         BIDDER 2          | 
 
 
 
———————————————————————————————
— 
 
 
 
Item |  Description |  QNT |    UNIT |  AMOUNT    |    UNIT |  AMOUNT   | 
 
 
 
|                     |           |                                   |                                   | 
 
 
 
|                     |           |                                   |                                   | 
 
 
 
|                     |           |                                   |                                   | 
 
 
 
|                     |           |                                   |                                   | 
 
 
 
Please send all documents electronically. 
 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
PPA.” 

 
The Dept of Purchasing has produced fifty one (51) pages of records which are responsive 

to your request and same are enclosed with this response letter. These records are being provided 

to you in their properly redacted form, the legal justifications for which are set forth below.  
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It is well established that OPRA allows a custodian of records to either deny access to or 

redact that information which is exempt from access, under OPRA or any other law. Truland v. 

Borough of Madison, GRC Complaint No. 2006-88 (September 2007).  

Additionally, OPRA places an express obligation on a public agency’s production and 

disclosure of documents and mandates that…  

“A public agency has a responsibility and an obligation to safeguard from 
public access a citizen's personal information with which it has been entrusted 
when disclosure thereof would violate the citizen's reasonable expectation 
of privacy.” 
N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1, emphasis added. 
 

You will notice that any home addresses and telephone numbers, and email addresses have 

been redacted from the records being provided to you. This information was entrusted to Essex 

County with the expectation that it remain confidential and the disclosure of same would violate 

reasonable expectations of privacy. Accordingly, same has been lawfully redacted pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1.  

As all responsive records are provided with this letter, OPRA Request No. 10396 is now 

considered closed.  

If your request for access to a government record has been denied or unfilled within the 

seven (7) business days required by law, you have a right to challenge the decision by the OPRA 

Office of Essex County to deny access. At your option, you may either institute a proceeding in 

the Superior Court of New Jersey or file a complaint with the Government Records Council (GRC) 

by completing the Denial of Access Complaint Form.  You may contact the GRC by toll-free 

telephone at 866-850-0511, by mail at P.O. Box 819, Trenton, NJ, 08625, by e-mail at 

xxx@xxx.xxxxx.xx.xx, or at their web site at www.state.nj.us/grc. The GRC can also answer other 

questions about the law.  All questions regarding complaints filed in Superior Court should be 

directed to the Court Clerk in your County. 

 
Regards, 
 
George Seylaz 

George Seylaz 
OPRA Custodian of Records 
xxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
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