STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
GOVERNMENT RECORDS ACCESS UNIT
50 West State Street
PO Box 215
Trenton, NJ  08625

April 13, 2021

Steven Ipock
opra+request-21685-95af55a1@requests.opramachine.com

Reference:  C171148	              Date Received: April 13, 2021

Dear Mr. Ipock:

The Department of the Treasury has completed their review of the remainder of your Open Public Records Act (OPRA) Request C171148.  You requested “Steven Ipock (04-15-1994).”

Please be advised your request is not a proper request under the OPRA statute as you are making a statement and not requesting records. Under OPRA, agencies are required to disclose only “identifiable” government records; broad requests for “entire files” that require a wholesale search of voluminous records maintained in various media, are not encompassed by OPRA.  According to Superior Court of New Jersey, Appellate Division decisions, OPRA is not intended as a research tool to force government officials to identify and siphon useful information.  See MAG Entertainment v. Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control (MAG v. ABC), 375 N.J. Super.534m 549 (App. Div. 2005). In other words, a records custodian is not required to conduct research among its records and correlate data from various government records in the custodian’s possession.  To qualify as a proper request under OPRA, the request must reasonably identify a record and not generally data, information or statistics. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]As such, OPRA Request C171148 has been closed.  

Should you have any questions, please contact the Treasury Government Records Access Unit at (609) 633-1300 or by email at AccessUnit.TreasuryGovernmentRecords@treas.nj.gov.

		Sincerely,


		Cynthia Jablonski
		Manager, Government Records Access Unit
