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1952 memorial with statue 
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Claiming Criteria A & B for association with 
McGuire and labor history 

• A. That are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

• B. That are associated with the lives of significant persons in our past; 
or 

• Last surviving site with the appropriate direct association and 
integrity to represent the active life of McGuire 

• Symbolize the value placed upon the life and work of Peter J. McGuire 
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Criteria Consideration C & D & Falso apply: 

• c. A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance if there is no appropriate site or building associated with 
his or her productive life; or 

• d. A cemetery that derives its primary importance from graves of 
persons of transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive 
design features, or from association with historic events; or 

• f. A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, 
tradition, or symbolic value has invested it with its own exceptional 
significance; or 
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Peter J. M cG U j re (July 6, 1852-February 18, 1906) 

One of the great labor leaders of the 19th c 
Born NYC McGuire's birthplace has been listed as Dublin, Philadelphia, or New York, 
depending on which source you read. His final days were spent in Camden, NJ 
McGuire grew up on New York City's Lower East Side. He left school at 11 (when his 
father enlisted in the Union Army to fight Civil War) to become the family's 
breadwinner and later became an apprentice in the Haines Piano Shop. There McGuire 
was exposed to long hours, low wages, and difficult working conditions 
He was a political activist before he became a trade unionist 
Helped build one of the largest trade unions of his time 
Deeply involved (along with Samuel Gompers) in campaign for 8 hr workday McGuire 
spearheaded efforts that led to the eight-hour workday and the founding of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

1873ish - joined with Adolph Strasser to found the Social Democratic Workingman's 
Party of North America 
1875 - m·oved to New Haven CT 
1878 - moved to St Louis 
1881- helped convene the convention of various local carpenter's unions that lead to 
the formation of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners Of America 
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1882 - Labor Day first observed in NYC (Tues Sept 5) 
1884- married Christina Wolff (daughter Lillian born 1886, eventually had three girls 
and a boy) (Another daughter was Kathryn) 
1886 & 1890 - Through the AFL and the Carpenters, McGuire led the great strikes of 
1886 and 1890, which put the eight-hour workday on the nation's agenda 
1893 - Labor Day observed on first Monday in Sept by 20 states 
1894- Congress approved a National Labor Day 
1901- diagnosed with dropsy 
1906 - His death was hastened by alcoholism 

2014 inducted into NJ Hall of Fame 
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WHEN LABOR DAY WAS RATIFIED 

Before it became a national hotiJay. Labor Oay "'"·' otfa;ially 
recognized in most of the states. Gompers ci tcu thew llatcs: 

Labor Day 'Nas enacted into law at different 
periods since 1887, as t~e fol lowing list will 
show. The date gi van 1nd1cates when the law 
received executive approva l . 
lBS7 , February 21 , Oregon . 
1887, March 18, Colorado . 
1887, April 8. New Jersey . 
1887, May 6, New York . 
1887 , May 11, Massachusetts . 
1889 March 20, Connecticut . 
1889 ; March 29, Nebraska, . 
1889 , April 28, Pennsylvan1 
1890, April 8, I 
1890, April ~~. 

Sept 5, 1882 - first celebration of Labor Day in US (NYC) 
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Comparative Analysis 

Criterion B 
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Work, Haines Piano Shop, 330-342Second Ave, NYC 

Haines Piano Shop. New York City, NY 

In 1869 at age 17 McGuire began an apprenticeship at the Haines Piano Shop, which 
was located at 330 to 342 Second Ave. The building that housed the shop no longer 
exists. The site of the piano shop is now "Peter's Field," a park between 20th and 21st 
Streets and First and Second Ave. named for two other prominent Peters: Peter 
Stuyvesant and Peter Cooper. It is possible that McGuire's place of work may have 
been different Haines facility than the shop on Second Ave. In 1891, long after McGuire 
left New York, there was a Haines piano factory on the southern boulevard between 
132 and 133 Streets and Alexander Street that included 21 lots, a lumber yards, and 
building. An advertisement for Haines said the company was established in 1851 by 
Napoleon J. Haines. That piano factory building no longer exists at this address. 
http://antiquepianoshop.com/online-museum/haines-brothers/ 
https://goo.gl/maps/8nmtGwDJCoR2 
https ://www.nycgovparks.org/pa rks/peters-fie Id 
http://antiquepianoshop.com/online-museum/haines-brothers/ 
See view at https://goo.gl/maps/UWEGJMW95SF2 
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Speech, Tompkins Square Park, NYC 
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Center image is improvement plan for Tompkins Square Park (1870-1871} 

· Tompkins Square Park, East Village, Manhattan, New York City, NY 

Tompkins Square Park is a 10.5-acre public park in the Alphabet City portion of East 
Village, Manhattan, New York City. The park is bounded on the north by East 10th 
Street, on the east by Avenue B, on the south by East 7th Street, and on the west 
by Avenue A, is abutted by St. Marks Place to the west. 

McGuire's association with Tompkins Square Park is based on his leadership of the 
famous Tompkins Square rally of January 13, 1874. This rally and demonstration, 
involving thousands of workers, occupies an important place in the pages of American 
labor history because it ended when pol_i ce crushed it causing a riot that marked an 
unprecedented era of labor conflict and violence. The riot occurred in the midst of 
the Panic of 1873, a depression that began in 1873 and lasted for several years . 
Workers movements throughout the United States had been making demands of the 
government to help ease the strain of the depression . Organizations rejected offers of 
charity and instead had asked for public works programs that would provide jobs for 
the masses of unemployed . When organizations of the unemployed sprang up in the 
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many cities, McGuire joined the New York committee and spoke almost nightly on soap 
boxes in the vacant lots of his neighborhood, urging his fellow citizens to demand work 
or relief. His forceful and dynamic speaking style drew crowds and attention. His 
reputation was still limited to his ward until he was elected to the Committee of Safety, 
the umbrella organization that coordinated demonstrations for public relief in the 
winter of 1873-74. His role as a city-wide spokesman for the unemployed catapulted 
him out of obscurity and led the proper New York Times to brand him as a "disturber of 
the public peace." As part of a campaign to discredit the Committee of Safety, police 
officials arranged for his father, John McGuire, to issue a public denunciation of his 
notorious son's "radical and atheistic" behavior. McGuire continued his work, leading up 
to the famous Tompkins Square rally and a violent attack on the young labor movement. 

Tompkins Park's association with McGuire is limited to one demonstration and riot 
induced by police brutality. It has an equal or greater association with other 
demonstrations and noteworthy historical figures. In 1857, immigrants protesting 
unemployment and food shortages were attacked by police in the park. In 1863 the 
deadly Civil War Draft Riots occurred in the park. In 1877, three years after the McGuire­
led march, 5,000 people fought with the National Guard when they amassed to hear 
Communist revolutionary speeches at the park. 

The park is named for Daniel D. Tompkins (1774-1825), Vice President of the United 
States under President James Monroe and the Governor of New York from 1807 until 
1817. The park also contains three historical monuments. There is a monument in the 
north side of the park to the General Slocum boating disaster on June 15, 1904. This 
was the greatest single loss of life in New York City prior to the September 11, 2001 
attacks. Over a thousand people, mainly German immigrant mothers and children, 
drowned in the East River that day. The park is also the place where Indian Sadhu A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada came to sing and preach in 1966, beginning the 
worldwide Hare Krishna movement. An elm tree in the park's southern plaza that he 
chanted beneath is now considered sacred to the Hare Krishna faith . The southeast 
corner of the park contains a statue of Samuel S. Cox {1824-1889), a New York City 
politician who served in the U.S. House of Representatives from Ohio and New York, 
and as U.S. Minister to the Ottoman Empire in 1885-1986. 

The layout of the park was changed by Robert Moses in 1936 and was designed to 
divide and manage crowds that have gathered there in protest since the 1870s. That 
tradition was rekindled as the park became the locus of demonstrations against the 
Vietnam War in the 1960s. By the 1980s Tompkins Square Park had become 
synonymous with New York's increased social problems; it was a high-crime area that 
contained encampments of homeless people and was a center for illegal drug dealing 
and heroin use. In August 1988, a riot erupted in the park and thirty eight people were 
injured when police attempted to clear homeless people from the park. Like the 
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McGuire led demonstration one hundred years before, bystanders and political activists 
got caught up in the police action after a large number of police surrounded the park 
and charged at the hemmed-in crowd The park had become a symbol of the problems 
in the city, including homelessness-which had prompted the 1988 riot. 

In addition to the Robert Moses redesign, increasing gentrification in the area during 
the 1990s and 2000s, enforcement of a park curfew, and the eviction of homeless 
people have changed the character of Tompkins Square Park. The park was refurbished 
in 1991, reopening in 1992 with playgrounds and basketball courts, dog run, ping pong 
table, handball courts, and built-in outdoor chess tables. 
Strausbaugh, John (September 14, 2007). "Paths of Resistance in the East Village". The 

New York Times. Retrieved August 25, 2008. 
Same source. 
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Work, Pease Piano Company, 316-322 w 43 st, Nvc 

Pease Piano Company, New York, NY 

On August 2, 1874 McGuire went to work for the Pease Piano Company and "finished 
his trade." Pease factory and warerooms were located at 316-322 W. 43 St, New York, 

NY. The piano company building no longer exists at this site, which is now occupied by 

the Ford Foundation Building. During the Great Depression, Pease was purchased by 
the large Winter Piano Company which produced the Pease brand name until 1950. 
McGuire did not work long at Pease. McGuire moved to New Haven, Connecticut in 
September 1875 to organize the New Haven Branch of the Socialist Democrats and in 
December went on six week tour making speeches on behalf of socialism . In February 
1877 McGuire embarked on a five week walking tour of New England giving speeches. 
http:// newyo rkyi m by.com/2015/12/12-sto ry-ford -fou nd ation-b u i Id i ng-at-320-east-
43 rd-street-to-get-renovations-midtown-east. htm I 
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Work, New Haven Folding Chair Co, 352StateSt,NewHavenCT 

New Haven Folding Chair Company, New Haven, Connecticut 

In June 1877, McGuire went to work for the New Haven Folding Chair Company at 352 
State Street for money to continue campaigning. The folding chair building no longer 
exists on the site which is currently occupied by a vacant retail building and former 
community center. 

http://www.loopnet.com/Listing/17323780/352-State-Street-North-Haven-CT/ 

14 



Office, Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
of America 911 N 10th St St Louis MO 

Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America, St. Louis, Missouri 

In October 1879 McGuire and his family relocated to St. Louis where he went to work in 
furniture factory. The Workingmen's Party had mobilized St. Louis workers during the 
great railroad strike of 1877, and McGuire imagined the city would be fertile ground for 
organizing. Representing the St. Louis Trades and Labor Assembly, he lobbied the 
Missouri State Legislature for bills on mine ventilation and child labor. His efforts also 
established the first bureau of labor statistics in the United States after he convinced 
the legislators to establish a State Bureau of Labor Statistics. He was subsequently 
appointed Deputy Commissioner. McGuire was not cut out for the life of a state 
appointed official. He grew impatient with the Bureau's limited authority. After some 
conflict with his supervisor heightened his dissatisfaction with watching labor struggles 
from a distance, McGuire quit after six months and returned to the trades to promote 
trade unionism and fight for the eight-hour day 

In 1881 McGuire organized a Chicago convention to form a union. Representatives from 
11 cities joined him, and over four spirited days, they produced a constitution and 
structure. On August 8, 1881, thirty-six carpenters from eleven cities met in a Chicago 
warehouse to form a national union. Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America 
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(renamed UBC&J in 1888). Unanimously elected first general secretary, the only full 
time position in the union. 

McGuire started writing and publishing the union's periodical, The Carpenter, from his 
offices at 911 N. 19th St., St. Louis, Mo. The building containing these offices no longer 
exists and the site is currently occupied by a parking lot. 
See view of 911 N. 19th St today at: https://goo.gl/maps/gdoc2LvY3MA2 
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Office, United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America, 184 William St, NYC 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America, New York, NY 

In 1882 McGuire returned to New York City. His union was penniless. The March issue 
of The Carpenter, the official monthly, was printed thanks to a friend's $30 loan. 
McGuire did not mind personal poverty, but he dreaded the collapse of the 

organization. 
The March issue listed 184 William Street as the union's office and McGuire's address 
as a post office box: PO Box 3560 New York. The union's 1882 building no longer exists 
at 184 William Street. It is is currently occupied by the Shaefer Trading Company, listed 
as a foreign business corporation in the State of New York. 
Current view of 184 William Street:https://goo.gl/maps/tQgBTCgxlrp 
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Speech, Cla rendon Hal l, 
114 East 13th St, NYC 

Clarendon Hall, New York, NY 

There is a consensus among historians that Clarendon Hill, located at 114 East 13th 
Street, New York was the site of McGuire's May 8, 1882 speech to the Central Labor 
Union in which he first suggested the designation of a holiday for labor. It was a hall 
used for meetings, performances and exhibitions. The former Clarendon Hall no longer 
exists. Instead the site is now the American Felt Building, including condos created in 
1984, building erected 1909. 
https://www.cityrealty.com/nyc/east-vi11age/american-fe1t-building-114-east-13th­
street/8614 
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Speech, First Labor Day Parade, Union Square, NYC 

Union Square, New York, NY 

Union Square is between E. 14th and E. 17th Streets and Union Square West and Union 
Square East in New York City. McGuire helped organize, gave a speech, and sat on the 
reviewing stand in Union Square for the first Labor Day parade and picnic September 5, 
1882. Union Square is designated a National Historic Landmark ("NHL'') and site under 
Criteria A. 

While Union square held the reviewing stand for the first large scale parade including 
wide representation of labor after the idea of establishing a holiday was first presented 
to the Central Labor Union by McGuire in May 1882, the NHL nomination states that 
the square is " not associated with a single significant person, but is "nationally 
significant for the role it has played in the history of labor in this country" including the 
first Labor Day Parade and parades for twelve subsequent years that culminated in 
passage of national legislation for Labor Day. 

Union Square and the Labor Day parade and festival of Sept 5, 1882, are nationally 
significant for many more people and events other than McGuire. They represented a 
culmination of ten years of agitation for the 8 hour day, elimination of repressive tactics 

18 



of employers, support for Irish peasants' struggles against absentee landlords, dealing 
with massive unemployment caused by the depression of 1873, and frustration of 

dealing with police violence as occurred at Tompkins Square Park in 1874. 

Union Square is closely associated with other important labor leaders of the McGuire 
era, all of who actively participated and occupied prominent positions speaking and on 
the reviewing stand. These include Robert Blissert, President of the NY CLU and Grand 
Marshall William McCabe, NYC local of the International Typographical Union. It also 

includes the leadership of the Knights of Labor, including especially Grand Master 
Workman Terence V. Powderly, who had scheduled the Knights' convention in New York 
City at the same time as the parade. Sixty seven Knights of Labor delegates representing 
42,517 members, shared the reviewing area stand at Union Square with McGuire. Union 
Square itself had nothing to do with the creation of Labor Day. As the NHL nomination 
states: 

"While the grand parade and the picnic of 1882, with much of the attention focused on 
Union Square because of the placement of the reviewing stand in the pavilion at the 
north end of the park, did not itself create the Labor Day holiday, it was during 
preparation for the event that the idea was first espoused and it was in Union Square 
that the expression "Labor day" first took hold .... It was through demonstrations such 
as the grand parade of the Knight of Labor, through the Central Labor Union of NYC, 
hoped to convince state governments and the national government to set aside one day 
a year to honor the workingman. A recent historian has stated that the annual Labor 
Day holiday survives as perhaps the most permanent contribution of the Knights of 
Labor to the American scene." 

Union Square Park contains many commemorative sculptures, including a bronze 
equestrian statue of George Washington that was dedicated in 1856 because the park 
was the location of a reception given Washington in 1783 in recognition of his 
leadership and on the occasion of the British evacuation from New York. A statue of 
Abraham Lincoln holding the Emancipation Proclamation was completed in 1870 in the 
southwest corner of the Square. A statue of Marquis de Lafayette was dedicated in the 
park in 1876. A 36-foot diameter base Liberty Pole with the entire Declaration of 
Independence and Thomas Jefferson quote was installed in the park to celebrate the 
150th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. 
Qualified under Criteria 1 (Theme V. Developing the American Economy 5. Labor 
Organization and Protests. Significance: Social History). See, Union Square National 
Register of Historic Places Registration form, NHL Survey Jan 7, 1998, prepared by John 
W. Bond, Historical Consultant. Form prepared 12/29/94, Revised 3/6/96 
Same source, P. 13 
NHL Survey Jan 7, 1998, prepared by John W. Bond, Historical Consultant. Form 
prepared 12/29/94, Revised 3/6/96. 
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Home and Office, 252 Hanover/W 28 th St, Cleveland OH 

Office and Home, Cleveland, Ohio 

In 1884 McGuire married Christina Wolff of Staten Island, NY after an eight month 
courtship. The couple moved to Cleveland, Ohio in the Fall of 1884. The McGuires lived 
and McGuire maintained the national headquarter of United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America national headquarters in Cleveland from 1884 
through 1886. The McGuires' first child, Lillian Elizabeth Mc McGuire, was born in 
Cleveland on March 3, 1886. 

The Cleveland Directory for this time period lists a residence of Peter J. McGuire at 252 
Hanover. Cleveland's entire north south street grid was given new numbers and in some 
cases new street names in 1906. Hanover is now known as W. 28th Street. According to 
the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office, a street number of "252" on the old 
Hanover Street "was probably located south of Detroit Avenue and north of Franklin 
Circle" on today's W. 28 th Street and "there are almost no residential scale buildings left 
in that area due to urban renewal era demos and a hospital located nearby that ate the 
area for parking." 

None of the buildings remaining on W. 28 th Street between Detroit Avenue and Franklin 
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Circle would have been the McGuire residence between 1884 and 1886: 

1422 W. 28th street is a brick commercial building occupied by the Shafer Printing 
Company with entrance on Detroit Avenue. 

1536 W. 28th was built in 1920. 

1538 W. 28th was also built 1920. 

1527 W. 28th was built in 1900. 

1535 W. 28th was also built in 1900. 

https://www.tru lia.com/homes/Ohio/Cleveland/sold/20679841-1536-W-28th-St-2-Cleveland-OH-44113 

· https://www.zillow.com/homes/1538-W-28th-St-.num.-1,-Cleve1and,-OH-44113_rb/ 
https://www.zillow.com/homes/1527-w.-28th-cleveland_rb/ 
https://www.zillow.com/homes/1535-W-28th-St,-Cleveland,-OH-44113_rb/ 

In January 1886: The Carpenter published at No. 19 Frankfort St., Cleveland . 
http://digital.lib.umd.edu/image?pid=umd:674042#ful1Metadata 
[Note Frankfort St. became Frankfort Ave .] p. 252 
http://cplorg.cdmhost.com/cdm/compoundobject/co11ection/p128201coll0/id/942/sho 
w/387. Note that in the address conversion guide, no Number 19 is specifically listed . 
Number 18 is listed and it became number 707. Number 22 became 703, and 21 
became 642. The remaining new addresses include Numbers 708, 718, 720, and 722, 
which corresponded to old Number 11 . . 
https://goo.gl/maps/UwYdbeMst3A2 
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Office, 19 Frankfort St/Ave, Cleveland OH 

While the 1884 issues of the The Carpenter publ ished in Cleveland listed only "Lock Box 
180 Cleveland, OH" as the office address, subsequent issues gave No. 19 Frankfort St., 
Cleveland as the newsletter's address and, presumably, the address of McGuire's office. 
Frankfort Street became Frankfort Avenue after 1906 and No. 19 would have fallen 
between No.s 642 and 720 in the new numbering system of Frankfort Avenue. All of 
the possible corresponding addresses for the old No. 19 address on Frankfort Street on 
today's renumbered Frankfort Avenue are part of the ABM parking lot. 
In January 1886: The Carpenter published at No. 19 Frankfort St., Cleveland . 
http:// d igita I. lib. umd.ed u/image ?pid=umd :67 4042#fu 11 Meta data 
[Note Frankfort St. became Frankfort Ave.] p. 252 
http ://cplorg.cdmhost.com/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p128201coll0/id/942/sho 
w/387. Note that in the address conversion guide, no Number 19 is specifically listed . 
Number 18 is listed and it became number 707. Number 22 became 703, and 21 
became 642. The remaining new addresses include Numbers 708, 718, 720, and 722, 
which corresponded to old Number 11. . 
https://goo.gl/maps/UwYdbeMst3A2 
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Home, 529 McClellan, Philadelph ia PA 
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His home in 1890, current building circa 1920 

McGuire resided at three different locations in Philadelphia. He first lived at 529 
McClellan in 1890 and moved shortly after to 906 Cherry Street. The current building at 
529 McClellan St. was built in 1920, thirty years after McGuire had moved out. 
Residence addresses from relevant years of the Philadelphia City Directory. 
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/529-Mcclellan-St-Philadelphia-PA-
19148/10172612 zpid/ 
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Home, 124 N 9t h St, Philadelphia PA 
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1890-1901 office. Current building built after his death in 1910 

McGuire established a work office as the General Secretary of the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners (UBC&J) in Philadelphia at 124 N 9th Street from 1890 until he 
resigned in 1901. The building standing at this address today built circa 1930 has lost its 
ability to interpret McGuire's times and headquarters activities for the UBC&J. It is a 
three story brick fronted commercial building featuring a blue awning of a Nationwide 
agency, Gannon Insurance Associates, Inc. It also has offices of the Oriental Treatment 
Center - Acupuncture and Skytech International Electricians. 
Philadelphia City Directory for each year cites. March 28 Samuel Gompers letter to Mr. 
P.J. McGuire, Sec. UBC&JofA, 124 N. 9th St. Philadelphia, PA. 
Based on year of construction of adjacent property : 
https ://www. red fin .com/PA/Phi lad el ph ia/126-N-9th-St-19107 /home/ 40555946 
https ://www.google.com/ ma ps/place/124+N+9th+St, +Ph iladel ph ia, +PA+ 19107 /@39 .9 
541232,-
75.15455,3a,75y,288.92h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s4mLWEW4Gix6O97922uwksQ!2e 
0 !7i13312 !8i6656 !4m5 ! 3m4 ! ls0x89c6c62a0bad10el:0x5f0cc6f2ee82bbe6 !8m2 !3d39. 
9541359 !4d-75.1546972 
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Home, 
906 Cherry St, Phi lly 

McGuire resided at three different locations in Philadelphia. He first lived at 529 
McClellan in 1890 and moved shortly after to 906 Cherry Street. The current building at 
529 McClellan St. was built in 1920, thirty years after McGuire had moved out. 
Similarly, the building at 906 Cherry Street was built in 1930, forty years after McGuire 
resided there. 
Residence addresses from relevant years of the Philadelphia City Directory. 
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/529-Mcclellan-St-Philadelphia-PA-
19148/10172612 zpid/ 
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/906-Cherry-St-Philadelphia-PA-
19107 /10197669 zpid/ 
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Home, 336 Franklin Street, Philly 

In 1892 he moved his home to 336 Franklin Street. That residence was demolished to 
make way for the Vine Street Expressway and US Route 676. 
https://www.google.com/maps/place/336+N+Franklin+St,+Phi1adelphia,+PA+l9106/@ 
39.957674,-
75.1512099,18.62z/data=!4m5 ! 3m4! ls0x89c6c88085baa265:0x5c09fc6d221f9537 !8m 
2!3d39.9570986!4d-75.1511153 
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Home, 221 Vine St, Camden NJ 

Residence 1893-1902, current building built 1910 

From 1893 to 1902 McGuire and his family resided at 221 Vine Street, is in the Cooper 
Point neighborhood of Camden, NJ. The current single-family home located at 221 Vine 
Street was built in 1910, four years after McGuire's death. 221 Vine St in Camden, NJ. 
Camden City Directory for relevant years. 
https://www.trulia.com/homes/New Jersey/Camden/sold/20380758-221-Vine-St­
Camden-NJ-08102 
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Home, 916 N 5t h Street, Camden NJ 

£ 

He lived here 1903-1906 (where he died) . Altered, now church 

From 1903 until 1905 McGuire resided at 916 N 5t h St., Camden, NJ. The building at 
this address today, a single family home, was built in 1889 before the McGuire's took 
up residency. However, the building has been substantially modified since the McGuires 
lived there and lost architectural integrity as a single family home and its ability to 
interpret McGuire's life and times. It has been converted to a church: Iglesia Tesalonica, 
C.L.A., Pastores Josey Maritiza . . 
Camden City Directories for relevant years. 
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/916-N-Sth-St-Camden-NJ-
08102/64753428 zpid/ 
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.954333,75.l180953,3a,74.2y,208.27h,94.29t/dat 
a=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s3tzhDHam4Av0vaRuleNicQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656 
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Home, 204 Byron St, Camden NJ 

From 1904 to 1906 he resided at 204 Byron Street, Camden. 204 Byron was destroyed 
by a large fire and was gone by 2004. The site is now a vacant lot. 
"P. J. McGuire Buried," Camden Post Telegram, Feb 21, 1906, p. 9. 
http ://www.dvrbs.com/camden-streets/Ca mden NJ-Streets-ByronStreet. htm. 
https://www.google.com/ma ps/@39.9560695,-
75.121694,3a, 75y,199.25h, 79.97t/data= !3m6 ! lel ! 3m4 ! lsObBWRElyr _6GijSOjcs­
og !2e0 !7i13312 !8i6656?hl=en 
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Marker @Eugene Debs House, Terra Haute IN 

Erected 1990 by United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America. 
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[ "THI:, SIGNIFICANCE OF l.ABOR . DAY" BY 51).MlJEL GOMPERS i 

,...--:..-_:::_ --~ ~ Pn~!:lt...·u1 of 1hc- Amcriotn fffir..mHon of' 1..nb,:,f Wr.it~ of 1t111:: 

('

, \ M,,o,,lnl! of NOJ-1 H,'1s"'y ond >low 11 O,,ehwJ<><J. 

~ I i:=----::::..::"'..:::::--==' -· a-=~==:· --- _ j 
..: i 

The Real Maguire - Who Actually Invented Labor Day? 

Matthew 
Maguire 

Peter 
McGuire 

While most sources, even the Department of Labor, credit Peter McGuire with the 
origination of Labor Day, recent evidence suggests that the true father of Labor Day 
may in fact be another famous union leader of the 19th Century, Matthew Maguire. 
According to legend, Peter McGuire stood before the New York Central Labor Union on 
May 12, 1882, to suggest the idea of setting aside one day a year to honor labor. 
McGuire believed that Labor Day should "be celebrated by a street parade which would 
publicly show the strength and esprit de corps of the trade and labor organizations." 
Peter McGuire was a young, though well-respected, union leader. A child of immigrants, 
he quit school at an early age to go to work. In 1881, he founded the United 
Brotherhood of Caq~enters, which would become the largest trade union of the time. 
Later, McGuire would join with his friend, Samuel Gompers, to found the American 
Federation of Labor (AFL). Through the AFL and the Carpenters, McGuire led the great 
strikes of 1886 and 1890, which would eventually result in the adoption of the eight­
hour workday on the nation's agenda. 
Recently, however, evidence uncovered at the New Jersey Historical Society in Newark 

~ 

reveals that another respected union figure of the day, Matthew Maguire, may quite 
possibly be the man behind the creation of Labor Day. 
In the 1870s, Matthew Maguire led several strikes, most of which were intended to 
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force the plight of manufacturing workers and their long hours into the public 
consciousness. By 1882, Maguire had become the secretary of and a leading figure in 
the Central Labor Union of New York. 
According to the New Jersey Historical Society, after President Cleveland signed into law 
the creation of a national Labor Day, The Paterson (N.J.) Morning Call published an 
opinion piece entitled, "Honor to Whom Honor is Due," which stated that "the souvenir 
pen should go to Alderman Matthew Maguire of this city, who is the undisputed author 
of Labor Day as a holiday." This editorial also referred to Maguire as the "Father of the 
Labor Day holiday." 
So why has Matthew Maguire been overlooked as the "Father of Labor Day"? 
According to The First Labor Day Parade, by Ted Watts, Maguire held some political 
beliefs that were considered fairly radical for the day and also for Samuel Gompers and 
his American Federation of Labor. Allegedly, Gompers did not want Labor Day to 
become associated with the sort of "radical" politics of Matthew Maguire, so in a 1897 
interview, Gompers' close friend Peter J. McGuire was assigned the credit for the 
origination of Labor Day. 
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With respect to the second point of your email: 

"The Dept of Labor website indicates the presence of evidence that it was Matthew, 
McGuire who is the true father of Labor Day 
(https://www.dol.gov/general/laborday/history-maguire), could you address?" 

We make the following observations and arguments: 

1. There exist contemporary, insider accounts crediting PJ McGuire with suggesting the 
idea, specifying the occasion and place, such as the Gompers article (attached). Also 
McGuire mentioned it himself, which claim of credit is not exactly consistent with his 
normal editorial policy at The Carpenter. 
2. Most sources, even the Department of Labor, credit Peter McGuire with the 
origination of Labor Day. Matthew Maguire claim does not appear well supported, 
having originated apparently in a newspaper editorial from his hometown, with no 
explanation of a source and explicitly basing the claim on his involvement in but not his 
origination of the Labor celebration. Subsequent cases made on his behalf focus on 
explaining the motives for covering up his alleged role and rely on circumstantial 
evidence. So far as we have been able to determine so far, he never stated the claim 
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himself. As a challenge to a long-standing and accepted claim on behalf of PJ McGuire, 
it seems to us that the Matthew Maguire claim has the burden of proof. 
3. It is entirely possible to reconcile the two claims, if one accepts that PJ McGuire came 

I 

up with the idea of a widely observed Labor holiday while perhaps Matthew Maguire 
came up with the ideas for that first celebration held at Union Square and may have had 
a principal hand in organizing it. This appears to be more consistent with the available 
evidence, if one accepts the Matthew McGuire claims. 
4. PJ McGuire's place in history does not depend on his having founded Labor Day. It is 
only his most well-known claim to fame. His founding of the Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners, his part in the founding of the AF of L, and his substantive work on behalf of 
labor, especially with respect to the eight hour day, are all more important historically if 
less popularizing. 
5. No groups make annual pilgrimages to the Matthew McGuire gravesite or any of his 
related sites. On the other hand, labor leaders, high elected and appointed government 
officials, and generations of family members and friends have made the annual visit to 
PJ McGuire's gravesite every year for the past 111 years. The annual ceremonies 
honoring PJ at Labor Day lend weight to a historical controversy that may never be 
entirely resolvable. 
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UPS credited McGuire through a stamp in 1956 (about the time that the Memorial was 
constructed) 
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As a commemorative site 

Criteria Consideration f. A property primarily commemorative in intent 
if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has invested it with its own 

exceptional significance 
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1933 Labor Day Ceremony 
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1937 Labor Day Ceremony 
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,, , , .i-I ORNIN G. ~ l' I# . · , ... ,.: , 4, 1956 
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