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 :   

KRISTEN PEDERSEN  : BEFORE THE SCHOOL 

v.  : ETHICS COMMISSION  

OF NEW JERSEY 

JOSEPH ABOU DAOUD, Vice President, 

Westwood Regional School District Board of 

Education 

: SCHOOL ETHICS ACT 

_________________________________ : COMPLAINT FORM 

I, Kristen Pedersen, residing at Westwood, NJ 07675 (cell phone: 
request the School Ethics Commission to consider a complaint against the above-

named Respondent(s) whose home address is Westwood, NJ 07675, in 
accordance with the authority of the School Ethics Commission to entertain such complaints 
under N.J.S.A. 18A:12-21 et seq. 

 
The facts upon which this complaint is based are as follows: (Please print additional 

pages as needed. Students should be identified by initials only. ) 
 
1. Statement of facts: 
 
On May 4, 2021, the Westwood Regional School District (“WWRSD”) Superintendent, Dr 

Raymond Gonzalez, notified district families of his resignation, effective August 1, 2021.  This 
resignation followed months of outrage from district families stemming from concerns 
surrounding Dr. Gonzalez’s lack of leadership, honesty, transparency and acting in the best 
interest of students.  Many of these upset parents vocalized their concerns during the monthly 
Board of Education (“BOE”) meeting public sessions leading up to this date.  Please refer to 
Exhibit A for email communication from Dr. Gonzalez to the district community regarding the 
resignation. 

 
2. Statement of facts: 
 
On May 10, 2021, the BOE President, Matthew Perrapato, and BOE Vice President, Joseph 

Abou Daoud, co-issued an e-mailed letter to the community expressing their regret of Dr. 
Gonzalez’s resignation, publicly appraising the Superintendent, and discussing the plans to 
backfill the position.  It was later admitted that Perrapato and Abou Daoud refused input from 
their fellow Board members, and that their fellow Board members did not agree with the wording 
of this letter.  Please refer to Exhibit B for letter from Perrapato and Abou Daoud. 
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Date of occurrence: May 10, 2021. 
I assert this to be a violation of: School Ethics Act 18A: 12-24.1d, 1e.  
 

 
 
 
3. Statement of facts: 
 
On May 13, 2021, during the monthly BOE meeting, it was brought to light that the May 10th 

letter disseminated by Perrapato and Abou Daoud was completely plagiarized and stolen from 
another New Jersey school district.  Please refer to Exhibit C for original statement, which is 
dated July 14, 2019 and belongs to the Montclair public school district. Certain Board members 
expressed concern over this letter because the Board was not permitted by Perrapato and Abou 
Daoud to contribute to the authoring of the communication, and many members did not agree 
with the sentiment of regret.  When asked to address the plagiarism, Mr. Perrapato’s behavior 
was disgusting.  Mr. Perrapato stated numerous times that he did nothing wrong and that he was 
not apologizing.  Several other Board members called for his and Mr. Abou Daoud’s immediate 
resignation due to their unethical behavior and putting the entire Board at risk.  Several other 
Board members engaged in screaming matches at eachother, while others later issued 
disparaging remarks to and about members of the public. 

 
Date of occurrence: May 10, 2021. 
I assert this to be a violation of: School Ethics Act 18A: 12-24. 1a, 1b, 1d, 1e. 
 

 

 
 
 

4. Statement of facts: 
 
As a result of this 7 hour long, atrocious meeting, an approximate 5 minute long recap of the 

meeting, particularly focused on the BOE’s many forms of unethical behavior (plagiarism, 
disparaging remarks to and about members of the public, members actions which jeopardized the 
integrity of the entire Board) was created and posted to YouTube.  This 5 minute recap includes 
the following disclaimer: 

 
 “This video contains various clips of ethical misconduct and inappropriate behavior by 

certain members of the BOE which occurred throughout the duration of a 7 hour long meeting 
(held on May 13, 2021).  You are encouraged to watch the full 7 hours for full context of the 
clips shown in the 5 minutes here.  This video is only intended to provide a brief recap of the 
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many forms of misconduct displayed throughout the meeting, including but not limited to 
plagiarism and BOE members making disparaging remarks of the public community members.” 

 
The link to the YouTube video is as follows:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X3mGf6WJ27w 
 

 
5. Statement of facts: 
 
On May 19, 2021, Mr. Perrapato issued a public apology for his plagiarism.  Please refer to 

Exhibit D for this communication. 
 
During the weeks after this May 19th communication, the Westwood and Washington 

Township communities continued to express outrage over the acts of plagiarism conducted by 
Mr. Perrapato and Mr. Abou Daoud, and continued to call for their resignations.  Members of our 
community called for the removal of plagiarism policies for the children of the district if BOE 
leadership was evidently guilty of such and no action was taken against them.  How can our 
children possibly be held to higher standards than the President and Vice President of our Board 
of Education?  The outrage and upset was vocalized by countless parents across many social 
media platforms, during subsequent BOE meeting public sessions and across the community. 

 
6. Statement of facts: 
 
At the June 30, 2021 BOE meeting, it was announced that Mr. Perrapato had resigned.  While 

no explanation or reasoning was provided for his resignation, the parents of our district were 
overwhelmingly pleased with the news.  However, many of us are still awaiting the resignation 
of the co-plagiarizer, Mr. Abou Daoud, and wondering why that has not yet occurred. 
 

7. Statement of facts: 
 
On July 2, 2021, I received a FedEx letter which was left on my doorstep while I was away 

out of state.  The only reason I know it was delivered on July 2 is because my home security 
system has the delivery recorded.  Please refer to Exhibit E to review what was contained within 
that FedEx delivery.  A very similar letter was also sent to Mr. Douglas Cusato, a Washington 
Township NJ resident.  It is unclear at this time if similar letters were sent to additional members 
of the public. 
 
The letter dated July 2, 2021 is grossly inappropriate and is a disgusting attempt by Mr. Abou 
Daoud to silence, intimidate, retaliate against, and harass members of the public who have 
vocally called out his unethical behavior.  This letter is a false allegation against me and Mr. 
Cusato, it is defamatory, and it has no merit.  My actions to date have been nothing except honest 
and sincere.  I have and will continue to advocate for better leadership within our Board of 
Education.  Mr. Abou Daoud has acted with zero integrity, zero honesty and extremely 
unethically. 
 

Date of occurrence:_July 2, 2021. 
I assert this to be a violation of: School Ethics Act 18A:12-24.1a, 1d, 1e, 1f, 1g 
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8. Statement of facts: 
 
Furthermore, it has come to my attention that some if not all the legal expense incurred because 
of these frivolous claims against me are being paid for with taxpayer dollars.  Additionally, as we 
can see on the legal invoice (Exhibit F), the current Superintendent, Dr. Raymond Gonzalez, 
appears to have initiated the legal guidance that resulted in me receiving the July 2nd letter.  What 
vested interest would a Superintendent have in helping a Board of Education President attack a 
member of the public?  Doesn’t the Superintendent report to the BOE?  This appears to be a 
conflict of interest.  A Board President can’t possibly be responsible for evaluating the 
performance and success of a Superintendent if the Superintendent is helping that President 
cover up ethical misconduct and helping that President attack members of the public who bring it 
to light. 
 

Date of occurrence:__May 24, 2021 to current___. 
I assert this to be a violation of: School Ethics Act 18A:12-24 Conflict of Interest 12a, 12b, 
12c, 12d, 12e, 12f AND School Ethics Act 18A: 12-24. 1i  
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I am respectfully requesting that Mr. Abou Daoud be removed from the Westwood Regional 
School District Board of Education for the violations previously listed. 
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WHEREFORE, I, as Complainant, request that the School Ethics Commission find and 

determine that the above-named Respondent(s) has violated the School Ethics Act and that he or 
she be subject to such penalty as provided by the Act. 

 
 ________________________________ 

Date: July 10, 2021_______________________ Signature of Complainant 
  or his or her Attorney 

 
 
 

 
CERTIFICATION UNDER OATH 

 
(Name of Complainant), of full age, being duly sworn upon his or her oath according to law 

deposes and says: 
 
1.  I am the complainant in this matter. 
 
2.  I have read the complaint and aver that the facts contained therein are true to the best of 

my knowledge and belief and I am aware that the statute that created the School Ethics 
Commission authorizes the School Ethics Commission to impose penalties for filing a frivolous 
complaint.  N.J.S.A. 18A:12-29(e).  I am aware that if the respondent alleges that the complaint 
is frivolous, I shall have 20 days from receipt of the answer to respond to the allegation. 

 
3.  The subject matter of this complaint is not pending in any court of law or administrative 

agency of this State.  I will advise the School Ethics Commission if I subsequently become 
aware that it is pending elsewhere. 

 
NOTE from K.Pedersen – refer to hard copy sent via certified mail for notarized 

certification under oath. 
 
 

 
 

 
________________________________ 

 
 
Date:_____July 10, 2021__________  

Signature of Complainant 
 
 

 
 
Sworn and subscribed to before me this _____ day of _______, _______. 
 
 
Notice:  All final decisions issued in connection with complaints that come before the 
School Ethics Commission for review and determination are public records uniformly 
posted on the Department of Education’s website at http://www.nj.gov/education/legal/. As 
a general rule, selective requests to remove a particular decision for reasons of personal 
preference are not entertained. 
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Exhibit A 
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Exhibit B 
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Exhibit C 

 
https://baristanet.com/2019/07/montclair-boe-president-statement-on-

superintendent-resignation/ 
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Exhibit D 
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Exhibit E 
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Exhibit E (pg 2) 
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Exhibit E (pg 3) 
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Exhibit F 
 

 
 




