EAST WINDSOR TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
MINUTES OF THE October 16, 2024 MEETING

Present :  R. Balint (chair), J. Zoller (liaison), A. Katawick (liaison), G. Wroblewski, J. Miczak, A. Rim, R. Eland, S. Foran
Absent :  Excused – M. Baskin, W. Egbert, B. Frost (student).  Unexcused - R. Wang (Aux)
R. Balint called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM in the Township Municipal Building.
Minutes: The September 2024 minutes were approved by those in attendance.
Open Public Forum: There was no one from the public in attendance.
Correspondence:  None.  
Chair Issues Listed Below:
Community Forestry Management Plan (CFMP):  
· Grants – Commission recommends applying for a $5,000 grant for assistance in writing/renewing the CFMP.  This recommendation is to be forwarded to the Township Council.
· Training requirements – Core training for municipal employee will occur at the NJ Shade Tree Conference on 10/17 and 10/18 in Atlantic City.
· Plan renewal – Current plan expires on 12/31/25.  Based on email correspondence with Patricia Shapella (NJDEP Division of State Parks, Forests, and Historic Sites), it appears as though the final, Township-approved plan should be submitted to the Parks Department before approximately September 2025 and must be approved by the New Jersey Community Forestry Council by the end of 2025.  
Sustainable New Jersey Green Team:  
· Luncheon being held in Atlantic City on 11/19/24 to recognize Silver Certification for Township.

Commission End of Year Items
· High school student participation – R. Balint to make inquiries of Hightstown High School staff
· CFMP end of year report to be prepared for township submittal.  Due by end of January 2025.
· E-News submission suggestions – members to continue to bring ideas to chair for inclusion; suggestion for preparing your recyclables appropriately for collection
· Recycling in Municipal buildings – Recommendation made that the municipality investigate potential recycling opportunities in municipal-owned buildings (office paper, printer cartridges, etc.)
Liaison Comments, J. Zoller:
· Freshwater wetlands and flood hazard assessment application notice of intent received for a 1.4 mile underground sanitary sewer line near Town Center Drive
· 10/9/24 Council Meeting - Affordable housing, animal control fees for 2025/6, ordinance on Highway Zoning to increase the allowable FAR for green construction
· The ordinance was read to the commission by G. Wroblewski.  Motion to approve by J. Miczak, seconded by R. Balint.  Yes – 7, No – 0, Abstain – 1 (G. Wroblewski)


Planning Board Comments, G. Wroblewski
New Plan – EWT PB 24-008; Anabella Cimafranca, Block 5, Lot 54, 403 Morrison Ave.  Sub-division of residential property.  Environmental Commission comments include confirming there will be connection to water and sewer, address drainage issues identified by engineer, and try to maintain existing trees to the extent practical.
September 23, 2024 Planning Board Meeting
Applications/Public Hearing:
EWT PB23-010; Tesla, Inc., 610 RT 33, Block 20.07, Lot 567.  The applicant returned to provide additional testimony regarding the application to construct 32 electric vehicle charging stations in the parking lot behind the IHOP.  Applicant addressed the Board’s comments on additional filtered buffering and parking lot condition/drainage.  The preliminary and final major site plan application was approved with conditions (providing supporting documentation regarding lighting plan, providing agreement regarding repair of pavement should asphalt condition or drainage necessitate it per township official’s assessment).  This application was previously reviewed by the Environmental Commission and no comments were noted.

EWT PB2024-007; Katsifis Realty, LLC and Katsifis Family, LLC, 359 Route 130 North, Block 57, Lots 9, 10, and 11.  The applicant returned to provide testimony in support of an amended preliminary and final site plan with bulk variances application.  The previously approved plan primarily was revised to increase the hotel size from 79 to 104 rooms and to add a pavilion/ballroom.  These revisions increased the height of the building from 42.5 feet to 60 feet and increased the overall square footage.  Variances requested included the rear yard setback, the residential buffer, and the number of parking spaces.  The application was approved with conditions (providing a geotechnical consultant letter verifying no groundwater was observed in the full depth of the test trench where sloughing was noted in the log, preparation of a valet plan in the event parking is challenged, providing an updated wetlands letter of interpretation from the NJDEP when available, submitting an O&M Manual for the retention basins, and providing final detail plans for the retention basin construction nearest Route 130).  The Environmental Commission had previously reviewed and commented on the original application.  The only material revision to the environmental aspect of the project was relocation of one of the stormwater basins due to the addition of the pavilion/ballroom.

October 7, 2024 Planning Board Meeting
Meeting Cancelled

Meeting adjourned at 6:45pm
The next regular scheduled meeting is November 20, 2024, at 6:00 at the East Windsor Township Bldg. (Unless Otherwise Notified) Members who cannot attend or who will be late are required to notify the Chairman.
Note:  All regular and auxiliary members are expected to take turns taking the minutes and submitting them for distribution.
Submitted by Gary Wroblewski, Secretary of the month


