EAST WINDSOR TOWNSHIP
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
MINUTES OF THE December 18, 2024 MEETING

Present :  R. Balint (Chair), J, Zoller (Liaison),G. Wroblewski, J. Miczak, A. Rim, R. Eland.  
Absent :  Excused – M. Baskin, Brody Gill, Sherri Foran   Unexcused - R. Wang (Aux A. Katawick (liaison), William Egbert
R. Balint called the meeting to order at 6:04 PM in the Township Municipal Building.
Minutes: The November 2024 minutes were approved by those in attendance.
Open Public Forum: There was Lucia Middleton from the public in attendance.
Correspondence:  None.  
Chair Issues Listed Below:
Community Forestry Management Plan (CFMP):  
· Grants – Commission recommends applying for a $5,000 grant for assistance in writing/renewing the CFMP.  This recommendation was forwarded to the Township Council in early December. The grant is done through the State SAGE program.
· Plan renewal – Current plan expires on 12/31/24. The renewal process begins January 2025 with a tentative completion of new CFMP in the fall of 2025.
· Community Forestry Management end of year report will be completed in draft form for review by first week of January 2025.
· Ron will review, select and distribute CEU related training programs available for 2025 through OCPE Rutgers University in order to setup required training programs to fulfill 2025 requirements
· 2024 Accreditation Status through NJ Urban Forestry was reviewed at meeting and found to be completed.

Sustainable Jersey Green Team:  
· Plans for 2025 initial zoom meeting in early February to be considered, distribution of current Silver accreditation report and action list to be sent to current members for review. Group will be looking for new members to be added to the team. Review of expired actions and new 2025 actions will be distributed by late January.


Commission End of Year Items
· High school student participation – R. Balint to make inquiries of Hightstown High School staff and discussions on additional methods for recruitment were discussed.
· CFMP end of year report to be prepared for township submittal.  Due first week of February 2025.
· E-News submission suggestions – members to continue to bring ideas to chair for consideration. A list of individuals to develop ideas for upcoming year will be created and the goal to submit a bi-monthly topic is going to be Commissions goal.
· Recycling in Municipal buildings – Recommendation made December 2nd to the Twp Manager that the municipality investigate potential recycling opportunities in municipal-owned buildings (office paper, printer cartridges, bottles, etc.). Group will research any grant funding to support such program.

Council Report:
· Spoke of award of professional contract for NJ Storm Water Management program to survey all township storm water distribution and headwalls and retention / detention and basins along with comprehensive study of township storm water flow to comply with MS4 requirements discussed.
· The five township parks, Etra Lake, Anker Wiltshire, Woods Road and Westfield Park will be evaluated in order to determine any upgrades that need to be made this upcoming year.
· Discussion on 2025 document shredding and recycling event schedule changes and of record keeping of township participation rate, including tonnage shredded.   
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Planning Board Comments, G. Wroblewski

November 25, 2024 Planning Board Meeting
Meeting Cancelled

December 2, 2024 Planning Board Meeting
Meeting Cancelled

December 16, 2024 Planning Board Meeting
Reports/Correspondence/Announcements:
EWT PB-24-008; Anabella Cimafranca, Block 5, Lot 54, 403 Morrison Ave, Minor Subdivision.  Carried to January 13, 2025 meeting

Resolutions:
EWT PB2024-007; Katsifis Realty, 359 Route 130 North, Block 57, Lots 9, 10, and 11, Amended Preliminary & Final Site Plan with Bulk Variances.  Free standing Starbucks, additional space on existing commercial strip, new hotel in rear of lot.  Approved.  Previously reviewed by Environmental Commission.
EWT PB23-010; Tesla, Inc., 610 Route 33, Block 20.07, Lot 567, Preliminary and Final Major Site Plan Approval.  Conditionally approved.  Calculated disturbance area now requires SESCP approval from SCD.  May need DRCC approval as well.  Previously reviewed by Environmental Commission.

Applications/Public Hearing:
EWT PB 18-006, 219 WMR, Block 12.01, Lot 1.01, Amended Preliminary and Final Major Site Plan.  Inadvertent disturbance of woodlands and wetlands during construction now requiring mitigation and restitution.  Mitigation plan approved by NJDEP.  Additional variances were asked to be reconfirmed including door locations, ADA ramp locations, architectural enhancements, flagpole, and transformer pad.  Township Landscape Architect suggested allowing applicant flexibility to plant alternate native species if they experience difficulty in obtaining specified stock.  Application was approved.

Commission Review of New Planning Board Application(s):
Ideal Auto Sales, 521 Rte 130 North, Minor Site Plan application without variances for rear parking yard repaving and striping, HC Highway Commercial Zone.  From the plans, the Commission noted the presence of water monitoring well(s) and a request by applicant for Environmental Impact Statement Waiver.  The Commission also noted a significant storm water run-off conveyance at the rear property line.

Meeting adjourned at 7:00pm
The next regular scheduled meeting is January 15, 2025, at 6:00 at the East Windsor Township Bldg. (Unless Otherwise Notified) Members who cannot attend or who will be late are required to notify the Chairman.
Note:  All regular and auxiliary members are expected to take turns taking the minutes and submitting them for distribution.
Submitted by  R. Balint, Secretary of the month


