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The August 2020 JAPP also codifies the revisions to sections 9 .11.1 and 9 .11.2 

implemented by AG Directive 2020-5, also known as the "Major Discipline Directive." Among 

other things, the Major Discipline Directive required law enforcement agencies to annually 

publish a synopsis of all disciplinary complaints resulting in an officer's termination, demotion, 

or suspension of more than five days, along with the identities of the disciplined officers. The 

Major Discipline Directive also included an effective date of August 31, 2020 ( so as to align 

with the effective date of the revised JAPP) and required that agencies publish their first annual 

summary no later than December 31, 2020. Please note, however, that although the August 2020 

JAPP incorporates these revisions, enforcement of AG Directive 2020-5 is currently stayed 

pending resolution of ongoing litigation. (Dkt. No A-003950-19.) 

Recent judicial decisions are also relevant to JAPP. Section 9.7 authorizes law 

enforcement agencies to share internal affairs files with civilian review boards under certain 

conditions. In its decision earlier this month in Fraternal Order of Police, Newark Lodge No. 12 

v. City of Newark, A-15-19, Slip Op. at 43 n.14 (Aug. 19, 2020), the New Jersey Supreme Court

provided further guidance on the authority of civilian review boards under current law. Although

the Court did not specifically discuss Section 9. 7, its guidance may prompt additional revisions

to JAPP in the future. Conversations on the subject remain ongoing, reflecting our commitment

to promoting transparency, accountability, and professionalism in law enforcement. Any such

revisions will be addressed in a later AG Directive or other document.

The August 2020 JAPP supersedes all prior versions of JAPP and shall become effective 

on August 31, 2020. I hereby direct all law enforcement and prosecuting agencies operating 

under the authority of the laws of New Jersey to implement and comply with the August 2020 

JAPP, pursuant to my authority under state constitution and the Criminal Justice Act of 1970, 

N.J.S.A. 52:17B-97 to -117, and to take any additional measures necessary to update their 

guidelines consistent with the August 2020 JAPP, as required by N.J.S.A. 40A:14-181. This 

Directive and the August 2020 JAPP are subject to the same policies and standards governing 

severability and non-enforceability by third parties established in AG Directives 2019-5 and 

2020-5, and the August 2020 JAPP shall remain in force and effect unless and until it is repealed, 

amended, or superseded by Order of the Attorney General. 

ATTEST: 

�M-
Andrew J. Bruck 

First Assistant Attorney General 

Dated: August 28, 2020 

Gurbir S. Grewal 

Attorney General 
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